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{@We shall print several thousand sur- 
plus copies of the Congressional Globe 
and Appendix, for the purpose of supply- 
ing those who may subscribe within a 
reasonable time—say by the middle of 
The 


Congressional Globe will contain a con- 


January—with the back numbers. 


densed report of the proceedings in both 
Houses of Congress during the session. 
The appendix will contain the reports of 
the several heads of departments accom- 
panying the President’s message, and all 
the long speeches made by the members 
of Congress, and written out by them- 
selves. The price to subscribers is $1 for 
the Congressional Globe, and $1 for the 
Appendix, during the session. We furnish 
complete indexes to both. We suppose 
that the business of the present sessioi 
will afford matter for 25 or 30 numbers of 
the Congressional Globe, and an equal 


number of thé Appendix. 








TWENTY-EIGHTH CONGRESS, 
SECOND SESSION. 





IN SENATE. 
Monpay, December 2, 1844. 


The second session of the 28th Congress con- 
vened to-day, in conformity to the constitution of 
the United States. At the hour of 12 o’clock m., 
the Senate was called to order by Mr. MANGUM, 
the President pro tem. The following senators ap- 
peared in their seats, viz: 


Mr. Allen, Mr. Johnson, 
Atherton, McDuffie, 
Bagby, Mangum, 
Bates, Merrick, 
Benton, Niles, 
Berrien, Phelps, 
Buchanan, Rives, 
Clayton, Semple, 
Crittenden, Sturgeon, 
Dayton, Tappan, 
Evans, Upham, 
Fairfield, White, 
Hannegan, Woodbury. 
Huntington, 


On motion by Mr. HUNTINGTON, it was 

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate inform the 
House of Representatives that a quorum of the Senate are 
assembled, and ready to proceed to business. 

A message was received from the House by Mr. 
McNulty, their clerk, informing the Senate that a 
quorum of that body had assembled, and were ready 
10 proceed to business. 

On motion by Mr. WOODBURY, it was 

Ordered, That a committee of two be appointed by the 


President ore tem, to join such committee as might be ap- 
a 


pointed by the House to wait on the President of the United 
States and inform him that a quorum of the two Houses had 
assembled, and were ready to receive any communication he 
might be pleased to make to them. 

The CHAIR appointed Messrs. Woopsvry and 
Jonnson the committee on the part of the Senate. 

A message was subsequently received from the 
House, informing the Senate that that body had 
passed a similar resolution, and had appointed 
Messrs. C. Jounson and Josern R. Incersou a 
committee on their part to join the committee of the 
Senate. 

On motion by Mr. EVANS, it was 

Resolved, That each senator be supplied during the pres 
ent session with three such newspapers, printed in any of 
the States, as he may choose, provided the same be furnished 
at the usual rate forthe annual charge for such newspapers: 
And provided, that if any senator shall choose to take any 
newspaper other than daily papers, he shall be supplied 
with as many such papers as shall not exceed the price of 
three daily papers. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, it was 

Ordered, That the daily hour for the meeting of the Sen 
ate be 12 o’clock, until further ordered. 

On motion by Mr. EVANS, the Senate then ad- 
journed till to-morrow, 12 o'clock. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, December 2, 1844. 


At 12 o’clock the House was called to order by 
the Speaker; and the roll being called, the following 
members answered to their names: 


Maine.—Messrs. Joshua Herrick, Robert P. Dun- 
lap, Luther Severance, Hannibal Hamlin, and Free- 
man H. Morse. 


New Hampshire—Messrs. Edmund Burke, John 
R. Reding, Moses Norris, and John P. Hale. 


Massachusetls—Messrs. Robert C. Winthrop, 
Daniel P. King, William Parmenter, Charles Hud- 
son, John Quincy Adams, Henry Williams, Joseph 
Grinnell, Osmyn Baker, and Amos Abbott. 


Rhode Island.—Messrs. Henry Y. Cranston, and 
Elisha R. Potter. 


Connecticut.—Messrs. Thomas H. Seymour, John 
Stewart, and George H. Catlin. 


Vermont.—Messrs. Solomon Foot, George P. 
Marsh, and Paul Dillingham. 


New York.—Messrs. Selah B. Strong, Henry C. 
Murphy, J. Phillips Phenix, Moses G. Leonard, 
Hamilton Fish, Joseph H. Anderson, James G. 
Clinton, Zadock Pratt, David L. Seymour, Daniel 
D. Barnard, Charles Rogers, Lemuel Stetsen, Ches- 
selden Ellis, Charles 8S. Benton, Preston King, Or- 
ville Hungerford, Jeremiah E. Cary, Orville Robin- 
son, Horace Wheaton, George Rathbun, Amasa 
Dana, Byram Green, William S. Hubbell, Asher 
Tyler, William A. Moscley, and Albert Smith. 


New Jersey—Messrs. Isaac G. Farlee, Littleton 
Kirkpatrick, and William Wright. 

Pennsylvania.—Messrs. Edward Joy Morris, Jos- 
eph R. Ingersoll, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jacob S. Yost, 
Michael H. Jenks, Abraham R. McIlvaine, Jere- 
miah Brown, John Ritter, Richard Brodhead, Ben- 
jamin A. Bidlack, James Pollock, Alexander Ram- 
sey, Henry Nes, James Black, James Irvin, An- 
drew Stewart, John Dickey, Cornelius Darrah, 
Samuel Hays, and Joseph Buffington. 


Delaware.—Mr. George B. Rodney. 


Maryland.—Messrs. John M. S. Causin, John P. 
Kennedy, Jacob A. Preston, and John Wethered. 

Virginia.—Messrs. Archibald Atkinson, Geo 
C. Dromgoole, Edmund W. Hubard, William L. 
Goggin, John W. Jones, Thomas H. Baily, Wil- 
loughby Newton, Samuel Chilton, William Lucas, 
William Taylor, Augustus A. Chapman, George 
W. Hopkins, and Lewis Steenrod, 





North Carolina.—Messrs. Thomas L. Clingman, 
Daniel M. Barringer, David S. Reid, Edmund De- 
berry, Romulus M. Saunders, James J. McKay, 
John R. J. Daniel, and Archibald H. Arrington. 


South Carolina.—Messrs. James A. Black, Rich- 
ard F. Simpson, Armistead Burt, Isaac E. Holmes, 
and R. Barnwell Rhett. 


Georgia.—Messrs. Edward J. Black, Alexander 
H. Stephens, Hugh A. Haralson, John EH. Lump- 
kin, Howell Cobb, and William H. Stiles. 


Kentucky.—Messrs. Linn Boyd, Henry Grider, 
George A. Caldwell, James W. Stone, John White, 
William P. Thomasson, Garrett Davis, Richard 
French, and John W. Tibbatts. 

Tennessee.—Messrs. Andrew Johnson, William 
T. Senter, Julius W. Blackwell, George W. Jones, 
Cave Johnson, John B. Ashe, and Milton Brown. 


Ohio.—Messrs. Alexander Duncan, John B. Wel- 
ler, Robert C. Schenck, Joseph Vance, Henry St. 
John, Joseph J. McDowell, Elias Florence, cae 
Brinkerhoff, Alexander Harper, Perley B. Johnson, 
Samuel F. Vinton, Joseph Morris, James Mathews, 
William C. McCauslen, Ezra Dean, and Joshua R. 
Giddings. 

Louisiana.—Messrs. John Slidell, Alcee La- 
branche, and John B. Dawson. 


Indiana.—Messrs. Robert Dale Owen, Thomas J. 
Henley, Thomas Smith, Caleb B. Smith, William 
J. Brown, John W. Davis, Joseph A. Wright, 
John Pettit, Samuel C. Sample, and Andrew Ken- 
nedy. 


Mississippi.—Mr. Jacob Thompson. 


Illinois. —Messrs. Robert Smith, John A. Me- 
Clernand, Orlando B. Ficklin, John Wentworth, 
Stephen A. Douglass, Joseph P. Hoge, and John J. 
Hardin. 


Alabama.—Messrs. James Dellet, William W. 
Payne, George S. Houston, Reuben Chapman, 
and Felix G. McConnell. 


Missouri.—Messrs. Gustavus M. Bower, James 
B. Bowlin, James H. Relfe, and James M. Hughes. 
Arkansas.—Mr. Edward Cross. 


Michigan.—Messrs. Robert McClelland, Lucius 
Lyon, and James B. Hunt. 


DELEGATES FROM THE TERRITORIES. 
Wisconsin.—Mr. Henry Dodge. 
Towa.—Mr. Augustus C. Dodge. 


The following members, elected to supply vacan- 
cies, were introduced, and, being qualified, they 
took their seats: 


The Hon. Bensamin Wuire, from the State of 
Maine; the Hon. Levy D. Carpenter, from the 
State of New York; the Hon. Georcre Fuurer, 
from the State of Pennsylvanio; the Hon. Epwarp 
S. Hamuin, from the State of Ohio; the Hon. Ar- 
FRED P. Stone, from the State of Ohio; the Hon. 
Hon. Wiruiam L. Yancey, from the State of Ala- 
bama; and the Hon. Isaac E. Morse, from the 
State of Louisiana. 

On the motion of Mr. HOPKINS, the usual com- 
munication was sent to the Senate, announcing tc 
that body that a quorum of this House was in at- 
tendance and ready to proceed with its business. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved the usual resolu- 
tion for the appointment of a committee to join the 
committee appointed by the Senate to wait upon the 
President of the United States and inform him that 
the two Houses of Congress were organized and 
ready to receive from him any communication he 
might have to offer. 

The resolution was adopted, and Messrs. Cave 
Jounson and J. R. Incerso.r, were appointed the 
committee on the part of this House. 


CONGRESSIONAL CHAPLAINS. 


Mr. HOLMES expressed the hope that the 
House would now proceed to the election of a 
chaplain for this House for the present session. 

he SPEAKER suggested that the usual course 
was to move the adoption of a joint resolution with 
that object. : 

Mr. HOLMES then moved the usual resolution, 
which was as follows; 
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Resolved, (provided the Senate cencur,) That two chap- 
lains, of diflevent denominations, be elected by Congress— 
oue by each House, to serve during the session, who shall 
interchange weekly. 

Mr. PETTIT submitted the following as an 
amendment: 


Provided, That such chaplains shall look to the mem- 
bers of this Honse for their compensation, and that the 
United States shall not be liable for their salaries,or any 
part thereof. 


He said he did not design to detain the House 
with many remarks on this subject, for they were 
unnecessary; nor did he suppose that he should 
be any more successful in this, than he was in a like 
attempt at the last session, when his amendment 
was voted down. He had only, therefore, to re- 
veat, on this occasion, that he held that this chap- 
cae was an office that was not known to the con- 
stitution, and ought not to be known to the laws of 
this Union, for they have no authority—indeed 
they were expressly prohibited from taking any 
part, or doing any act towards the establishment of 
any religion, or passing any law which should have 
heen the establishment of a religion. He had 
seen, with great regret, on recent occasions, in other 
places, a mockory made of religion. He had seen 
at the public forum, and the political stand, an invo- 
cation of the Supreme Being to look benignantly on 
the proceedings of that assembled multitude; and he 
had there seen that very multitude outrage religion, 
morals, law, order, and common sense, by the singing 
of low songs and ribaldry. Now such things should 
not go together. The church was no part of our 
government; the church was not adopted by our 
government; but what more or less was the ap- 
pointment of chaplains to Congress than an attempt 
to establish a religion by law? for such a resolution, 
offered and adopted here, must go through all the 
forms of law, even to the approval and signature of 
the President of the United States. But again: the 
House of Representatives was called upon by that 
resolution stealthily to put its hands into the treas- 
ury of the United States, and take away money to 
maintain one sect of Christians to the depression of 
another. True, the resolution provided that the 
two chaplains should be of different denominations, 
and not of the same sect; but it must be remem- 
bered that there were many other sects in this 
Union; and thus to countenance and elevate two 
sects over all the rest, did not meet the approval of 
the people. He could assure gentlemen that he had 
consulted the people on this subject since the last 
session of Congress, and he came back to this 
House as much opposed as ever to this establish- 
ment of any sect, and as ready and willing as ever to 
meet and contest the adoption of such a resolution. 
He opposed it on constitutional grounds; he op- 
posed it because they had no authority to establish 
any particular sect of religion; and he opposed it 
because they had no power to take from the treasury 
for such purposes that revenue which was raised 
for the support of the government. How stood tha 
matter? They passed a revenue law, under which 
they collected revenue from every part of this widely 
extended Union: they were collected from persons 
of every religious denomination—from Trinitarian 
and Unitarian—from all the varieties of religionists 
who the constitution said should not be compelled 
to contribute for the establishment of religion; and 
yet by such legislation as this they took from them 
money in taxes for that purpose. When he rose 
he did not intend to have detained the House with 
any remarks, but he had felt constrained to enter a 
warning protest against the adoption of this resolu- 
tion, by which people of different religious sects 
were to be compelled to pay for the support of these 
chaplains. The people fol oe right to pay for the 
religious teachers of the members of this House; 
but if these chaplains were viewed as officers of this 
House, they should be properly commissioned for 

those duties. He well knew how he should be 
assailed for the stand he had taken, both from the 
pulpit and the press, his motives would be maligned, 
and he would be stigmatized as an infidel; but he 
should be unmoved by any such calumny. He 
stood there to discharge that which he conceived to 
be a duty, but at the same time he was not opp6sed 
to the appointment of chaplains to the two Houses 
of Congress. He only opposed the manner in 
which it was done, on the unds_ which 
he had stated. He was not only willing, but 
he was desirous, that this House should each 
day be opened with prayer; but he desired 
alse that the members of this House should be 
placed on the same basis with their constituents— 
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that is, each one paying for his own religious teach- 
ers. The people would not tolerate an act of Con- 
gress by which preachers should be sent among the 
people by them, to be supported by compulsion, for 
the people would make choice of their preachers for 
themselves, and make provision for them in their 
own way. Nor would the people approve of the 
appointment of religious teachers here, for whom 
they were compelled to pay tribute. He repeated 
that the members of this House should pay for 
their own chaplains; and in connection with the 
amendment which he had offered, he had drawn up 
a simple form of a subscription paper to carry out 
the views which he had expressed. It was as fol- 
lows: 





“We, the undersigned, members of the 28th 
Congress, agree to pay the sum by us below sub- 
scribed, to the Rev. , chaplain of the House 
of Representatives, at the second session of said 
Congress, for his services as such chaplain. 

John Pettit, - - - $5 00.” 


He said it would be perceived+ he had put down 
his name for $5, but if the two Houses appointed 
the two chaplains, each member’s proportionate 
share would only be from $3 to $4. If, however, 
each House separately and distinctly appointed a 
chaplain, the heen of each member of this House 
would be but about $2 30; but if it were necessary, 
he would even double the sum which he proposed 
to subscribe, and then vote for the appointment of 
a chaplain who would do credit to the House, and 
not be a disgrace to it and to the religion which he 
professed to teach. 


Mr. McCONNELL called for the previous ques- 
tion, which being seconded, the main question was 
ordered. 


Mr. PETTIT called for the yeas and nays on the 
main question, which were ordered. 


Mr. McKAY raised the question of order, that 
there being an existing law providing for the com- 
pensation of chaplains, it was not competent by a 
resolution, which was not to be sent to the President 
for his concurrence, to repeal it. Suppose (said Mr. 
McKay) you adopt the amendment: the chaplains 
appoiated under it would have a right to draw the 
salaries which have been provided for them by law. 
The amendment was therefore not in order. 


Mr. STEENROD inquired if there was not 
already an applopriation for the salaries of the 
chaplains for this session. 


The SPEAKER replied, that the appropriation 
was made for the fiscal year up to the first of July 
next. 


Mr. PETTIT was not satisfied that there was 
an appropriation for this object, because the 
shapes not being yet appointed, it could not 
apply to offices not yet created. 


The SPEAKER decided, on the question of order 
raised by the gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. 
McKay,] that it could not now be sustained, the 

revious question having been ordered by the 

louse. In his opinion, however, it was not com- 
petent for the House, by a resolution, to repeal the 
law pro the salaries of the chaplains. 

Mr. STEENROD appealed to the gentleman 
from Indiana [Mr. Perrir] to withdraw his amend- 
ment. 

Mr. PETTIT declined withdrawing it. 

The question was then put on the amendment of 
Mr. Perrit, and decided in the negative—yeas 20, 
nays 152, as follows: 





YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, ‘Arrington, Benton, Bowlin, 
Boyd, Burke, John W. Davis, Ficklin, Hale, Hughes, James 
B. Hunt, Jenks, Andrew Johnson, McDowell, Norris, Pct- 
tit, Reding, Ritter, Slidell, and Weller—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbot, Adams, Ashe, Atkinson, Baker, 
Barringer, Barnard, Bidlack, Edward J. Black, James Black, 
James A. Black, Blackwell, Bower, Brinkerhoff, Brodhead, 
Milton Brown, William J. Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Buf. 
fington, Burt, Caldwell, Carpenter, Jeremiah FE. Cary, Cat- 
lin, Causin, Reuben Chapman, Augustus A. Chapman, Chil- 
ton, Clingman, Clinton, Cobb, Cranston, Dana, Daniel, Dar- 
rah, Garrett Davis, Dawson, Dean, Deberry, Dellet, Dickey, 
Dillingham, Deuglass, Dromgoole, Duncan, Dunlap, Ellis, 
Farlee, Fish, Florence, Foot, French, Fuller, Giddings, 
Goggin, Byram Green, Grinnell, Grider, Hannibal Hamlin, 
Edward,S. Hamlin, Haralson, Hardin, Harper, Hays, Henley, 
Herrick, Holmes, Hoge, oe Houston, Hubard, Hu 
bell, Hudson, Hungerford, Charles J. Ingersoll, Irvin, Per- 
ley B. Johnson, John P. Kennedy, Daniel King, Kirkpatrick, 
Labranche, Leonard, Lucas, Lumpkin, McCauslen, McClel- 
land, McConnell, McIlvaine, McKay, Marsh, Mathews, Ed- 
ward J. Morris, Joseph Morris, Freeman H. Morse, Isaac E. 
Morse, Moseley, Murphy, Nes, Newton, Owen, Parmenter, 
Payne, Phenix, Pollock, Elisha R. Potter, Pratt, Preston, 
Ramsey, Rathbun, David S. Reid, Relie, Rhett, Robinson, 
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Rodney, Rogers, St. John, Sample, Saunders, §¢ ; 
Senter, Severance, Thomas H. Seymour, David L. See 
Simpson, Aibert Smith, Thomas Smith. Caleb B. smi}, 
Robert Smith, Steenrod, Stephens, Stetson, Andrew Btey. 
art, John Stewart, Stiles, James W. Stone, Alfred P. ston» 
Taylor, Thomasson, Thompson, Tibbatts, Tyler, Vinton, 
Wentworth, Wheaton, John White, Benjamin White, Wil. 
liams, Winthrop, William Wright; Joseph A. Wright, ang 
Yancey—151. ; 


The resolution was then adopted. 
ABOLITION. 
Mr. ADAMS gave notice that he would, t 


U- 
morrow, or some subsequent day, offer a resolution 
to rescind the 25th rule, which prohibits the recep. 


tion of abolition petitions. 


Mr. DUNCAN gave notice that he would, \o- 
morrow, or some subsequent day, ask leave to bring 
ina bill providing for the election of electors for 
President and Vice President on the same day in all 
the States. 


OREGON TERRITORY. 
Mr. DUNCAN also gave notice that he would, 


to-morrow, or some subsequent day, ask leave to 
introduce a bill providing for extending the juris- 
diction of the United States ever the Oregon Terri- 
tory. 

Mr. SAMPLE gave notice of his intention to in- 
troduce two private bills. 


Mr. BARRINGER gave notice that he would to- 
morrow ask leave to introduce a bill providing for 
rebuilding the United States branch mint at Char- 
lotte, North Carolina, lately destroyed by fire. 

Mr. WELLER gave notice that he would, to- 
morrow, or some subsequent day, ask leave to bring 
in abill to amend the charter of the city of Wash- 
ington. 

Mr. WENTWORTH gave notice that he would, 
to-morrow, or some subsequent day, ask leave to 
bring in a bill making a donation of land to the 
State of Illinois for the completion of the Illinois 
and Michigan canal. 


On motion of Mr. TELOMPSON, 


Ordered, That the daily meetings of the House be at 12 
o’clock, noon, till further ordered. 


The House then adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, December 3, 1844. 


The following senators, in addition to those an- 
nounced yesterday, appeared in their seats to-day, 
viz: Messrs. Francis, Foster, Bayarp, Woor- 
BRIDGE, Porter, and Pearce. 


Mr. WOODBURY, from the joint committee ap- 
oom Joseray to wait upon the President of the 

nited Siates and inform him that a quorum of the 
two Houses had assembled and were ready to receive 
from him any communication he might be pleased to 
make, reported that the committee had discharged 
their duty, and had received for reply from the Pre- 
sident, that he would this day, at 12 o’clock, com- 
municate to Congress a message in writing. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN gave notice that he would 
to-morrow ask leave to introduce a bill to change 
the time of holding the federal courts in Kentucky. 


A message in writing was receiv from the Pre- 
sident of the United States, by the hand of his sec- 
retary, John Tyler, jr., and read to the Senate as fol- 
lows, viz: 


To the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the United States: 


We have continued cause for expressing our 
gratitude to the Supreme Ruler of the Universe for 
the benefits and blessings which our country, under 
his kind providence, has enjoyed during the part 
year. Notwithstanding the exciting scenes through 
which we have passed, nothing has occurred to dis- 
turb the general peace, orto derange the harmony 
of our political system. The great moral spectacle 
has been exhibited of a nation, approximating in 
number to 20,000,000 of people, having performed 
the high and important function of electing their 
Chief istrate for the term of four years, without 
the commission of any acts of violence, or the mani- 
festation of a spirit of insubordination to the laws. 
The great and inestimable right of suffrage has 
been exercised by all who were invested with it 
under the laws of the different States, in a spirit 
dictated alone by a desire, in the selection of the 
agent, to advance the interests of the country, and 
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to place beyond jeopardy the institutions under 
hich it is our happiness tolive. ‘That the deepest 
interest has been manifested by all our countrymen 
in the result of the election, is not less true than 
highly creditable to them. Vast multitudes have 
assembled, from time to time, at various places, for 
the purpose of canvassing the merits and reten- 
sions of those who were presented for their suffrages, 
but no armed soldiery has been necessary to restrain 
within proper limits the popular zeal, or to prevent 
violent outbreaks. A principle much more control- 
ing was found in the love of order and obedience to 
the laws, which, with mere individual exceptions, 
every Where possesses the American mind, and 
controls with an influence far more powerful 
than hosts of armed men. We cannot dwell 
upon this picture without recognising in it 
that deep an devoted attachment on the part of 
the people to the institutions under which we live, 
which proclaims their perpetuity. The great objec- 
tion which has always prevailed against the election 
by the people of their chief executive officer, has 
been the apprehension of tumults and disorders, 
which might involve in ruin the entire government. 
A security against this is found not only in the fact 
before alluded to, but in the additional fact that we 
live under a confederacy embracing already twenty- 
six States, no one of which has power to control the 
election. ‘The popular vote in each State is taken 
at the time appointed by the laws; and such vote is 
announced by the electoral college, without refer- 
ence to the decision of the other States. The right 
of suffrage, and the mode of conducting the election, 
are regulated by the laws of each State; and the elec- 
tion is distinctly federative in all its prominent fea- 
tures. Thus it is that, unlike what might be the 
results under a consolidated system, riotous proceed- 
ings, should they prevail, could only affect the elec- 
tions in single States, without disturbing, to any dan- 
gerous extent, the tranquillity of others. The great 
ezperiment of a political confederacy—each mem- 
ber of which is supreme as to all matters apper- 
taining to its local interests, and its internal peace 
and happiness, while, by a voluntary compact with 
others, it confides to the united power ofall, the protec- 
tion of its citizens in matters not domestic—has been 
so far crowned with complete success. The world has 
witnessed its rapid growth in wealth and population; 
and, under the guidance and direction of a superin- 
tending Providence, the developments of the past 
may be regarded but as the shadowing forth of the 
mighty future. In the bright prospects of that fu- 
ture, we shall find, as patriots and philanthropists, 
the highest inducements to cultivate and cherish 
a love of union, and to frown down every measure 
or effort which may be made to alienate the States, 
or the people of the States, in sentiment and feel- 
ing, from each other. A rigid and close adherence 
to the terms of our political compact, and, above 
all, a sacred observance of the guaranties of the 
constitution, will preserve union o1 a foundation 
which cannot be shaken; while personal liberty is 
placed beyond hazard or jeopardy. The guaranty 
of religious freedom; of the freedom of the press; of 
the liberty of speech; of the trial by jury; of the ha- 
beas corpus, and of the domestic institutions of each 
of the States—leaving the private citizen in the full 
exercise of the high and enobling attributes of his 
nature, and to each State the privilege which, can 
only be judiciously exerted by itself, of consulting 
the means best calculated to advance its own happi- 
ness;—these are the great and important guaranties of 
the constitution, which the lovers of liberty must 
cherish, and the advocates of union must ever culti- 
vate. Preserving these, and avoiding all interpola- 
tions by forced construction, under the guise of an 
imagined expediency, upon the constitution, the in- 
fluence of our political system is destined to be as ac- 
tively and as beneficially feit on the distant shores of 
the Pacific, as it is now on those of the Atlantic 
Ocean. The only formidable impediments in the 
way of its successful expansion (time and space) 
wre so far in the progress of modification, by the im- 
provements of the age, as to render no longer spec- 
ulative the ability of representatives from that re- 
mote region to come up to the Capitol, so that their 
constituents shall participate in all the benefits of 
federal legislation. Thus it is, that in the progress 
of time, the inestimable principles of civil liberty 
will be enjoyed by millions yet unborn, and the 
great benefits of our system of government be ex- 
tended to now distant and alates regions. In 
view of the vast wilderness yet to be reclaimed, we 
may well invite the lover of freedom, of every land, 
to take up his abode among us, and aasist us in the 
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great work of ac ‘ancing the standard of civilization, 
and giving a wider sprcad to the arts and refine- 
ments of cultivated iife. Our prayers should ever- 
more be offered up to the Father of the Universe 
for his wisdom to direct us ii: the path of our duty, 
so as to enable us to consummate these high pur- 
poses. 

One of the strongest objections which has been 
urged against confederacies, by writers on govern- 
ment, is the liability of the members to be tampered 
with by foreign governments, or the people of foreign 
States, either in their local affairs, or in such as af- 
fected the peace of others, or endangered the safety 
of the whole confederacy. We cannot hope to be 
entirely exempt from such attempts on our peace 
and safety. The United States are becoming too 
important in population and resources not to attract 
the observation of other nations. It therefore 
may, in the progress of time, occur that opinions 
entirely abstract in the States in which they may 

revail, and in no degree affecting their domestic 
institutions, may be artfully, but secretly, encour- 
aged with a view to undermine the Union. Such 
opinions may become the foundation of political 
parties, until at last the conflict of opinion, pro- 
ducing an alienation of friendly feeling among the 
people of the different States, may involve in one 
general destruction the happy institutions under 
which we live. It should ever be borne in mind, 
that what is true in regard to individuals, is equally 
so in regard to States. An interference of one in the 
affairs of another is the fruitful source of family 
dissensions and neigborhood disputes; and the same 
cause affects the peace, happiness, and prosperity 
of States. It may be most devoutly hoped that the 
good sense of the American people will ever be 
ready to repeal all such attempts, should they ever 
be made. 

There has been no material change in our foreign 
relations since my last annual message to Congress. 
With all the powers of Europe we continue on the 
most friendly terms. Indeed, it affords me much 
satisfaction to state, that at no former period has the 
peace of that enlightened and important quarter of 
the globe ever been, apparently, more firmly estab- 
lishod. The convietion that peace is the true pol- 
icy of nations would seem to be growing and be- 
coming deeper amongst the enlightened everywhere; 
and there is no people who have a stronger inter- 
est in cherishing the sentiment, and adopting the 
means of preserving and giving it permanence, than 
those of the United States. Amongst these, the 
first and most effective are, no doubt, the strict ob- 
servance of justice, and the honest and punctual 
fulfilment of all engagements. But it is not to 
be forgotten that, in the present state of the world, 
itis no less necessary to be ready to enforce their 
observance and fulfilment, in reference to ourselves, 
than to observe and fulfil them, on our part, in re- 
gard to others. 

Since the close of your last session, a negotiation 
has been formally entered upon between the Secre- 
tary of State and her Britannic Majesty’s minister 
plenipotentiary and envoy extraordinary residing at 
Wnchingten, relative to the rights of their respective 
nations in and over the Oregon territory. That ne- 
gotiation is still pending. Should it, during your 
session, be brought to a definitive conclusion, the 
result will be promptly communicated to Congress. 
I would, however, again call your attention to the 
recommendations contained in previous messages, 
designed to protect and facilitate emigration to that 
Territory. ‘The establishment of military posts at 
suitable points upon the extended line of land travel 
would enable our citizens to migrate in comparative 
safety to the fertile regions below the falls of the 
Columbia, and make the provision of the existing 
convention for the joint occupation of the Territory 
by subjects of Great Britain and the citizens of the 
United States more available than heretofore to the 
latter. These posts would continue places of rest for 
the weary emigrant, where he would be sheltered 
securely against the danger of attack from the In- 
dians, and be enabled to recover from the exhaustion 
of a long line of travel. Legislative enactments 
should also be made which should ae over him 
the egis of our laws, so as to afford protection to 
his person and property when he shall have reached 
his distant home. In this latter respect, the British 
government has been much more careful of the inte- 
rests of such of her people as are to be found in that 
country than have the United States. She has made 
necessary provision for their security and protection 
against the acts of the viciously disposed and law- 
less; and her emigrant reposes in safety under the 
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panoply ot herlaws. Whatever may be the resuli 
of the pending negotiation, such measures are e- 
cessary. It will atford me the greatest pleasure to 
witness a happy and favorable termination to the 
eXisting negotiation, upon terms compatible with 
tfle public honor; and the best efforts of the govern- 
ment will continue to be directed to this end. 

It would have given me the highest gratification, 
in this, my last annual communication to Congress, 
to have been able to announce to you the complete 
and entire settlement and adjustment of other mat- 
ters in difference between the United States and the 
government of her Britannic Majesty, which where 
adverted to in a previous message. It is so obviously 
the interest of both countries, in respect to the large 
and valuable commerce which exists between them, 
that all causes of complaint, however inconsidera- 
ble, should be, with the greatest promptitude, re- 
moved, that it must be regarded as cause of regret 
that any unnecessary delays should be permitted to 
intervene. Itis true that, ina pecuniary point of 
view, the matters alluded to are altogether insig- 
nificant in amount when compared with the ample 
resources of that great nation; but they neverthe- 
less (more particularly that limited class which 
arise under seizures and detentions of Americar 
ships on the coast of Africa, upon the mistaken sup- 
position indulged in at the time the wrong was con 
mitted, of their being engaged in the slave trede 
deeply affect the sensibilities of this government and 
people. Great Britain having reeognised her re- 
sponsibility to repair all such wrongs, by her action 
in other cases, leaves nothing to be regretted upor 
this subject as to all cases prior to the treaty o. 
Washington, than the delay in making suitable rep 
aration in such of them as fall plainly within the 
principle of others which she has long since adjust- 
ed. The injury inflicted by delays in the settlemen 
of these claim falls with severity upon the individu 
al claimants, and makes a strong appeal to her mag 
nanimity and sense of justice for a speedy settle- 
ment. Other matters, arising out of the construc 
tion of existing treaties, also remain unadjusted, and 
will continue to be urged upon her attention. 

The labors of the joint committee appointed by 
the two governments to run the dividing line, estab- 
lished by the treaty of Washington, were, unfortu 
nately, much delayed in the commencement of the 
season, by the failure of Congress, at the last ses 
sion, to makea timely appropriation of funds to 
meet the expenses of the American party, and by 
other causes. The United States commissioner 
however, expresses his expectation that, by im 
creased diligence and energy, the party will be able 
to make up for lost time. 

We continue to receive assurances of the mos 
friendly feelings on the part of all the other Europe 
an powers; with each and all of whom itis so ob 
viously our interest to cultivate the most amicable 
relations. Nor can I anticipate the occurrence 0. 
any event which would be likely, inany degree, to 
disturb those relations. Russia, the great northern 
power, under the judicious sway of her Emperor, 
13 constantly advancing in the road of science and 
improvement; while France, guided by the counsels 
of her wise sovereign, pursues a course calcula 
ted to consolidate the general peace. Spain has ob- 
tained a breathing spell of some duration from the 
internal convulsions which have, through so many 

ears, marred her prosperity; while Austria, the 
Netherlands, Prussia, nana the other pow 
ers of Europe, reap a rich harvest of blessings from 
the prevailing peace. 

I informed the two Houses of Congress in my 
message of December last, that instructions had 
been given to Mr. Wheaton, our minister at Berlin, 
to negotiate a treaty with the Germanic States 
composing the Zoll Verein, if it could be done—- 
stipulating, as far as it was practicable to accomplish 
it, for a reduction of the heavy and onerous duties 
levied on our tobacco, and other leading articies ot 
agricultural production; and yielding, in return, on 
our part, a reduction of duties on suck articles the 
production of their industry, as should not come in 
to competition, or but a limited one, with articles 
the product of our manufacturing industry. The 
executive, in giving such instructions, considered it- 
self as acting in strict conformity with the wishes 
of Congress, as made known through several meas- 
ures which it had adopted, all directed to the ac- 
complishment of this important result. ‘The treaty 
was, therefore, negotiated, by which essential re- 
ductions were secured in the duties levied by the 
Zoll Verein, on tobacco, rice, and lard, accompanied 
by a stipulation for the admission of raw cotton free 
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of duty. In exchange for which highly important 
concessions, a reduction of duties, imposed by the 
laws of the United States on a variety of articles, 
most of which were admitted free of all duty under 
the act of Congress commonly known as the com- 
eee” law, and but few of which were produced 
n the United States, was stipulated for on our part. 
‘This treaty was communicated to the Senate at an 
early day of its last session, but not acted upon un- 
til near its close; when, for the want, as I am bound 
to presume, of full time to consider it, it was laid 
upon the table. This procedure had the effect of 
virtually rejecting it, in consequence of a stipulation 
contained in the treaty, that its ratifications should 
be exchanged on or beforea day which has already 
d. The executive, acting upon the fair infer- 
ence that the Senate did not intend its absolute re- 
jection, gave instructions to our minister at Berlin to 
reopen the negotiation, so far as to obtain an exten- 
sion of time for the exchange of ratifications. I re- 
ret, however, to say that his efforts in this respect 
ed been unsuccessful. I am, nevertheless, not 
without hope that the great advantages which were 
intended to be secured by the treaty may yet be re- 
alized. 

fam happy to inform you that Belgium has, by 
an “arréte royale,” issued in July last, assimilated 
the flag of the United States to her own, so far as the 
direct trade between the two countries is concerned. 
This measure will prove of great service to our ship- 
ping interest, the trade having heretofore been car- 

ied on chiefly in foreign bottoms. I flatter myself 
that she will speedily resort to a modification of her 
system relating to the tobacco trade, which would 
decidedly benefit the agriculture of the United States, 
and operate to the mutual advantage of both coun- 
tries. 

No definitive intelligence has yet been received 
from our minister of the conclusion of a treaty with 
the Chinese Empire; but enough is known to in- 
duce the strongest hopes that the mission will be 
crowned with success. 

With Brazil our relations continue onthe most 
friendly footing. ‘The commercial intercourse be- 
tween that growing empire and the United States is 
becoming daily of greater importance to both; and it 
is the interest of both that the firmest relations of 
amity and good will should continue to be culti- 
vated between them. 

The republic of New Grenada still withholds, 
notwithstanding the most persevering efforts have 
been employed by ourchargé d’ affaires, Mr. Black- 
ford, to produce a different result, indemnity in the 
case of the brig “Morris.” And the Congress of 
Venezuela, although an arrangement has been effect- 
ed between our minister and the minister of foreign 
affairs of that government, for the payment of 
$18,000, in discharge of its liabilities in the same 
case, has altogether neglected to make provision for 
its payment. It is to be hoped that a sense of jus- 
tice will soon induce a settlement of these claims. 

Our late minister to Chili, Mr. Pendleton, has re- 
turned to the United States, without having effected 
an adjustment in the second claim of the Macedo- 
nian, which is delayed on grounds altogether frivo- 
lous and untenable. Mr. Pendleton’s successor has 
been directed to urge the claim in the strongest 
terms; ard, in the event of a failure to obtain a per- 
manent adjustment, to report the fact to the execu- 
tive at as early a day as possible, so that the whole 
matter may be communicated to Congress. 

At your last session, I submitted to the attention 
of Congress the convention with the Republic of 
Peru, of the 17th of March, 1841, providing for the 
adjustment of the claims of citizens of the United 
States against that republic; but no definitive action 
was taken upon the subject. 1 again invite to it 
your attention and prompt action. 

In my last annual message, I felt it to be my duty 
to make known to Congress, in terms both plain 
and emphatic, my opinion in regard to the war 
which has so long existed between Mexico and 
Texas; which, since the battle of San Jacinto, has 
consisted altogether of predatory incursions, attend- 
ed by circumstances revolting to humanity. I re- 
peat now, what I then said, that, after eight years 
of feeble and ineffectual efforts to recover Texas, it 
was time that the war shouid have ceased. The 
United States had a direct interest in the question. 
The contiguity of the two nations to our territory 
was but too well calculated to involve our peace. 
Unjust suspicions were engendered in the mind of 
one or the other of the belligerents against us; and, 
as a necessary consequence, American interests 
were made to suffer, and our peace became daily 


se A 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


endangered. In addition to which, it must have 
been obvious to all, that the exhaustion produced 
by the war subjected both Mexico and Texas to 
the interference of other powers, which, without the 
interposition of this government, might eventuate in 
the most serious injury to the United States. This 
government, from time to time, exerted its friendly 
offices to bring about a termination of hostilities 
upon terms honorable alike to both the belligerents. 
Its efforts in this behalf proved unavailing. Mexi- 
co seemed almost without an object to persevere in 
the war, and no other alternative was left the execu- 
tive but to take advantage of the well known disposi- 
tions of Texas, and to invite her to enter intoa 
treaty for annexing her territory to that of the United 
States. 

Since your last session, Mexico has threatened 
to renew the war, and has either made, or proposes 
to make, formidable preparations for invading 
Texas. She has issued decrees and proclamations, 
preparatory to the commencement of hostilities, full 
of threats revolting to humanity; and which, if car- 
ried into effect, would arouse the attention of all 
Christendom. This new demonstration of feeling, 
there is too much reason to believe, has been pro- 
duced in consequence of the negotiation of the late 
treaty of annexation with Texas. The executive, 
therefore, could not be indifferent to such proceed- 
ings; and it felt it to be due, as well to itself as to 
the honor of the country, that a strong representa- 
tion should be made to the Mexican government 
upon the subject. This was accordingly done, as 
will be seen by the copy of the cccompanying des- 
patch from the Secretary of State to the United 
States envoy at Mexico, Mexico has no right to 
jeopard the peace of the world, by urging any longer 
a useless and fruitless contest. Such a condition of 
things would not be tolerated on the European con- 
tinent. Why should it be on this? A war of deso- 
lation, such as is now threatened by Mexico, cannot 
be waged without involving our peace and tran- 
quillity. Itis idle to believe that such a war could 
be looked upon with indifference by our own citi- 
zens inhabiting adjoining States; and our neutrality 
would be violated, in despite of all efforts on the 
part of the government to prevent it. ‘The country 
is settled by emigrants from the United States, 
under invitations held out to them by Spain and 
Mexico. Those emigrants have left behind them 
friends and relatives who would not fail to sympa- 
thize with them in their difficulties, and who would 
be led by those sympathies to participate in their 
struggles, however energetic the action of the govern- 
ment to prevent it. Nor would the numerousand for- 
midable tee of Indians, the most warlike to be found 
in any land, which occupy the extensive regions 
contiguous to the States of Arkansas and Missouri, 
and who are in possession of large tracts of coun- 
try within the limits of Texas, be likely to remain 
— The inclination of those numerous tribes 
eads them invariably to war whenever pretexts 
exist. 

Mexico had no just ground of displeasure against 
this government or people for negotiating the treaty. 
What interest of hers was affected by the treaty? 
She was despoiled of nothing, since Texas was for- 
ever lost to her. The independence of Texas was 
recognised by several of the leading powers of tl.e 
earth. She was free to treat—free to adopt her own 
line of policy—free to take the course which she be- 
lieved was best calculated to secure her happiness. 
Her government and people decided on annexation 
to the United States; and the executive saw, in the 
acquisition of such a territory, the means of advance- 
ing their permanent happiness and glory. What 
principle of good faith, then, was violated? What 
rule of political morals trampled under foot? So far 
as Mexico herself was concerned, the measure should 
have been regarded by her as highly beneficial. Her 
inability to reconquer Texas had been exhibited, I 
repeat, by eight—now nine—years of fruitless and 
ruinous contest. In the mean time, Texas has been 
growing in population and resources. Emigration 
nas flowed into her territory, from all parts of the 
world, in a current which continues to increase in 
strength. Mexico requires a permanent boundary 
between that young republic and hersalf. Texas, at 
no distant day, if she continues separate and detached 
from the United States, will inevitably seek to con- 
solidate her strength by adding to her domain the 
contiguous provinces of Mexico. The spirit of re- 
volt from the control of the central government has, 
heretofore, manifested itself in some of those prov- 
inces; and it is fair to infer that they would be in- 





clined to take the first favorable opportunity to pro- 





claim their independence, and to form close alliances 
with Texas. e war would thus be endless; or j¢ 
cessations of hostilities should occur, they wou) 
only endure fora season. The interests of Mexico 
therefore, could in nothing be better consulted than 
ina — with her neighbors, which would rey); 
in the establishment of a permanent boundary 
Upon the ratification of the treaty, the executive was 
— to treat with her on the most liberal basis 
ence the boundaries of Texas were left undefined 
by the treaty. The executive proposed to get;|. 
these upon terms that all the world should have pro. 
nounced just and reasonable. No negotiation Upon 
that point could have been undertaken between the 
United States and Mexico in advance of the ratifies. 
tion of the treaty. Weshould have had no righ; 
no power, no authority, to have conducted such ; 
negotiation; and, to have undertaken it, would haye 
been an assumption equally revolting to the pride of 
Mexico and Texas, and subjecting us to the charge 
of arrogance: while, to have proposed, in advance of 
annexation, to satisfy Mexico for any contingent 
interest she might have in Texas, would have been 
to have treated Texas, not as an independent power, 
but as a mere dependency of Mexico. This as. 
sumption could not have been acted on by the ex. 
ecutive without setting at defiance your own sol- 
emn declaration that that republic was an indepen. 
dent State. Mexico had, it is true, threatened way 
against the United States, in the event the treaty 
of annexation was ratified. The executive could 
not permit itself to be influenced by this threat. 
It represented in this the spirit of our people, who 
are ready to sacrifice much for peace, but nothing to 
intimidation. A war, under any circumstances, is 
atly to be deplored, and the United States is the 
ast nation to desire it; but if, as the condition of 
peace, it be required of us to forego the unquestion. 
able right of treating with an independent power, of 
our Own continent, upon matters highly interesting 
to both, and that upon a naked and unsustained pre- 
tension of claim by a third power, to control the 
free will of the power with whom we treat—devoted 
as we may be to peace, and anxious to cultivate 
friendly relations with the whole world, the execu- 
tive does not hesitate to say that the people of the 
United States would be ready to brave all conse- 
quences, sooner than submit to such condition. But 
no apprehension of war was entertained by the ex- 
ecutive; and I must express frankly the opinion that, 
had the treaty been ratified by the Senate, it would 
have been followed by a prompt settlement, to the 
entire satisfaction of Mexico, of every matter in 
difference between the two countries. Seeing, then, 
that new preparations for hostile invasion of Texas 
were about to be adopted by Mexico, and that these 
were brought about because Texas has adopted the 
suggestions of the executive upon the subject of an- 
nexation, it could not passively have folded its arms 
and permitted a war, threatened to be accompanied 
by every act that could mark a barbarous age, to be 
waged against her because she had done so. 

Other considerations of a controlling character 1n- 
fluenced the course of the executive. The treaty 
which had thus been negotiated, had failed to re- 
ceive the ratification of the Senate. One of the chief 
objections which were urged against it, was found 
to consist in the fact that the question of annexation 
had not been submitted to the ordeal of public opin- 
ion in the United States. However untenable such 
an objection was esteemed to be, in view of the un- 
questionable power of the executive to negotiate the 
treaty, and the great and lasting interests involved 
in the question, I felt it to be my duty to submit 
the whole subject to Congress as the best expound- 
ers of popular sentiment. No definitive action hav- 
ing been taken on the ee by Congress, the 

uestion referred itself directly to the decision of the 

tates and the people. The great popular election 
which has just terminated afforded the best oppor- 
tunity of ascertaining the will of the States and peo- 
ple upon it. Pending that issue, it became the im- 
perative duty ofthe executive to inform Mexico that 
the question of annexation was still before the 
American people; and that, until their decision was 

ronounced, any serious invasion “of Texas would 
be rded as an attempt to forestall their judgment, 
and could not be looked upon with indifference. 
I am most happy to inform that no such 
iuvasion has taken place, and [I trust that, what- 
ever your action may be upon it, Mexico will 
see the importance of deciding the matter by 4 
resort to peaceful exptdients, in preference to those 
of arms. The decision of the ple and the 
States, on this great and interesting subject, has 











manifested. The question of an- 


been decisivel ‘ 
nexation has been presented nakedly to their con- 
sideration. By the treaty itself, all collateral and 
incidental issues, which were calculaled to divide 
and distract the public councils, were carefully avoid- 
ed. These were left to the wisdom of the future 


to determine. It presented, I repeat, the isolated 
question of annexation; and, in that form, it has been 
submitted to the ordeal of public sentiment. A con- 
trolling majority of the people, and a large majority 
of the States, have declared in favor of immediate 
annexation. Instructions have thus come up to both 
branches of as from their respective constit- 
uents, in terms the most emphatic. It is the will of 
voth the people and the States that Texas shall be 
annexed to the Union promptly and immediately. It 
may be hoped that, in carrying into execution the 
public will, thus declared, all collateral issues may be 
avoided. Future legislatures can best decide as to 
the number of States which should be formed out of 
the territory, when the time has arrived for deciding 
that question. So with all others. By the treaty 
the United States assumed the payment of the debts 
of Texas, to an amount not exceeding $10,000,000, 
to be paid, with the exception of a sum falling short 
of $400,000, exclusively out of the moneuins of the 
sales of her public lands. We could not, with hon- 
or, take the lands, without assuming the full pay- 
ment of all incumbrances upon them. 


Nothing has occured since your last session, to 
induce a doubt that the dispositions of Texas remain 
unaltered. No intimation of an altered determina- 
tion, on the part of her government and people, has 
been furnished to the executive. She still desires to 
throw herself under the protection of our laws, and 
to partake of the blessings of our federative system; 
while every American interest would seem to require 
it. The extension of our coastwise and foreign 
trade, to an amount almost incalculable—the en- 
largement of the market for our manufactures—a 
constantly growing market for our agricultural pro- 
ductions—safety to our frontiers, and additional 
strength and stability to the Union,—these are the 
results which would rapidly develope themselves 
upon the consummation of the measure of annex- 
ation. In such event, I will not doubt but that 
Mexico would find her true interest to consist in 
meeting the advances of this government in a spirit 
of amity. 


Nordo L apprehend any serious complaint from 
any other quarter; no sufficient ground exists for 
such complaint. We should interfere in no respect 
with the rights of any other nation. There cannot 
be gathered from the act any design on our part to 
do so with their possessions on this continent. We 
have interposed no impediments in the was of such 
acquisitions of territory, large and extensive as 
many of them are, as the leading powers of Europe 
have made, from time to time, in every part of the 
world. We seek no conquest made by war. No 
intrigue will have been resorted to, or acts of diplo- 
macy essayed, to accomplish the annexation of 
Texas. Free and independent herself, she asks to 
be received into our Union. It is a question for our 
own decision whether she shall be received or not. 


The two governments having already agreed, 

through their respective organs, on the terms of an- 
nexation, I would recommend their adoption by 
Congress in the form of a joint resolution, or act, to 
be perfected and made binding on the two coun- 
tries, when adopted in like manner by the govern- 
ment of Texas. 
_ In order that the subject may be fully presented 
in all its bearings, the correspondence which has 
taken place in reference to it, since the adjourn- 
ment of Congress, between the United States, Texas, 
and Mexico, is herewith transmitted. 

The amendments proposed by the Senate to the 
convention concluded between the United States and 
Mexico on the 20th of November, 1843, have been 
transmitted through our minister, for the concur- 
rence of the Mexican government; but, although 
urged thereto, no action has yet been had on the 
subject; nor has any answer been given which 
would authorize a favorable conclusion in the future. 

The decree of September, 1843, in relation to the 
retail trade, the order for the expulsion of foreign- 
ers, and that of a more recent date in regard to pass- 
ports—all of which are considered as in violation of 
the treaty of amity and commerce between the two 
countries—have led to a correspondence of consid- 
erable le between the Minister for Foreign Re- 
lations and our representative at Mexico, but with- 


out any satisfactory result. They remain still un- 
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adjusted; and many and serious inconveniences have 
already resulted to our citizens in consequence of 
them. 

Questions growing out of the act of disarming a 
body of Texian troops under the command of Major 
Snively, by an officer in the service of the United 
States, acting under the orders of our government; 
and the forcible entry into the custom-house at Bry- 
arly’s Landing, on Red river, by certain citizens of 
the United States, and taking away therefrom the 
goods seized by the collector of the customs, as for- 
feited under the laws of Texas, have been adjusted, 
so far as the powers of the executive extend. The 
correspondence between the two governments in 
reference to both subjects will be found among the 
accompanying documents. It contains a full state- 
ment of all the facts and circumstances, with the 
views taken on both sides, and the principles on 
which the questions have been adjusted. It re- 
mains for Congress to make the necessary appropri- 
ation to carry the arrangement into effect; which Ll 
respectfully recommend. 

The greatly improved condition of the treasury 
affords a subject for general congratulation. The 
paralysis which had fallen on trade and commerce, 
and which subjected the government to the necessi- 
ty of resorting to loans, and the issue of treasur 
notes, to a large amount, has passed away; a, 
after the payment of upwards of $7,000,000, on ac- 
count of the interest, and in redemption of more 
than $5,000,000 of the public debt, which falls due 
on the Ist of January next, and setting apart up- 
wards of $2,000,000 for the payment of outstand- 
ing treasury notes, and meeting an instalment of the 
debts of the corporate cities of the District of Co- 
lumbia—an estimated surplus of upwards of $7,000,- 
000, over and above the existing appropriations, 
will remain in the treasury at the close of the fiscal 

ear. Should the treasury notes continue outstand- 
ing, as heretofore, that surplus will be considerably 
augmented. Although all interest has ceased upon 
them, and the government has invited their return 
to the treasury, yet they remain outstanding; af- 
fording great facilities to commerce, and establish- 
ing the fact that, under a well regulated system of 
finance, the government has resources within itself, 
which render it independent in time of need, not 
only of private loans, but also of bank facilities. 

The only remaining subject of regret is, that the 
remaining stocks of the government do not fall due 
atan earlier day; since their redemption would be 
entirely within its control. As it is, it may be well 
worthy the consideration of Congress, whether the 
law establishing the sinking fund—under the opera- 
tion of which the debts of the revolution and last 
war with Great Britain were,to a great extent, ex- 
tinguished—should not, with proper modifications, 
(so as to prevent an accumulation of surpluses, and 
limited in amount to a specific sum,) be re-enacted. 
Such provision, which would authorize the govern- 
ment to go into the market for a purchase of its 
own stock, on fair terms, would serve to maintain 
its credit at the highest point, and prevent, to a 
great extent, those fluctuations in the price of its 
securities which might, under other circumstances, 
affect its credit. No apprehension of this sort is, 
at this moment, entertained; since the stocks of the 
government, which but two years ago were offered 
for sale to capitalists, af home and abroad, at a de- 
preciation, and could find no purchasers, are now 
greatly above par in the hands of the holders; but a 
wise and prudent forecast admonishes us to place 
beyond the reach of contingency the public credit. 

t must also be a matter of unmingled gratification, 
that, under the existing financial system—resting 
upon the act of 1789, and the resolution of 1816,— 
the currency of the country has attained a state of 
perfect soundness; and the rates of exchange between 
different parts of the Union—which, in 184], deno- 
ted, by their enormous amount, the great deprecia- 
tion, and in fact worthlessness of the currency in most 
of the States—are now reduced to little more than the 
mere ‘expense of transporting specie from place to 
place, and the risk incidental to the operation. Ina 
new country like that of the United States—where 
so many inducements are keld out for speculation— 
the depositories of the surplus revenue, consisting of 
banks of any description, when it reaches any con- 
siderable amount, require the closest vigilance on 
the part of the government. All banking institu- 
tions, under whatever denomination they may pass, 
are governed by an almost exclusive to the 
interest of the stockholders. That interest consists 
in the augmentation of profits, in the form of divi- 

dends; and a large surplus revenue entrusted to their 
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custody is but too apt to lead to excessive loans and 


to extravegantly large issues of paper. As a neces- 
sary consequence, prices are nominally increased, 
and the speculative mania everywhere seizes upon 
the public mind. A fictitious state of prosperity for a 
season exists; and, in the language of the day, mo- 
ney becomes plenty. Contracts are entered into by 
individuals, resting on this unsubstantial state of 
things; but the delusion speedily passes away, and the 
country is overrun by an indebtedness so weighty as 
to overwhelm many, and to visit every department of 
industry with great and ruinous embarrassment. The 
greatest vigilance becomes necessary on the part of 
government to guard against this state of a The 
depositories must be given distinctly to understand 
that the favors of the government will be altogether 
withdrawn, or substantially diminished, if its reve- 
nuts shall be regarded as additions to their banking 
capital, or as the foundation of an enlarged circula- 
tion. The government through its revenue has, at 
all times, an important part to perform in connection 
with the currency; and it greatly depends upon its 
vigilance and care whether the country be involved 
in embarrassments similar to those which it has had 
recently to encounter; or, aided by the action of the 
treasury, shall be preserved in a sound and healthy 
condition. 

The dangers to be guarded against are greatly aug~ 
mented by ioo large a surplus of revenue. hen 
that surplus greatly exceeds in amount what shall 
be required by a wise and prudent forecast to meet 
unforseen contingencies, the legislature itself may 
come to be seized with adisposition to indulge in ex- 
travagant appropriations to objects, many of which 
may—and most probably would—be found to conflict 
with the constitution. A fancied expediency is ele- 
vated above constitutional authority; and a reckless 
and wasteful extravagance but too certainly follows. 
The important power of taxation, which, when ex- 
ercised in its most restricted form, is a burden on la- 
bor and production, is resorted to, under various 
pretexts, for oe having no affinity to the mo- 
tives which dictated its grant, and the extravagance 
of government stimulates individual extravagance, 
until the spirit of a wild and ill-regulated specula- 
tion involves one and all in ite unfortunate resulta. 
In view of such fatal consequences, it may be laid 
down as an axiom, founded in moral and_ political 
truth, that no greater taxes should be imposed than 
are necessary for an economical administration of 
the government; and that whatever exists beyond, 
should be reduced or modified. ‘This doctrine does 
in no way conflict with the exercise of a sound dis- 
crimination in the selection of the articles to be 
taxed, which a due regard to the public weal would 
at all times suggest to the legislative mind. It leaves 
the range of selection undefined; and such selection 
should always be made with an eye to the great in- 
terests of the country. Composed as is the Union, 
of separate and independent States, a patriotic legis- 
lature will not fail, in consulting’the interests of the 
a to adopt such course as will be best calcu- 
ated to advance the harmony of the whole, and 
thus insure that permanency in the policy of the 
government without which all efforts to advance 
the public prosperity are vain and fruitless. This 
great and vitally important task rests with Congress; 
and the executive can do no more than recommend 
the general principles which should govern in its 
execution. 

I refer you to the report of the Secretary of War, 
for an exhibition of the condition of the army; and 
recommend to you, as well worthy your best con- 
sideration, many of the suggestions it contains. The 
secretary in no degree exaggerates the great import- 
ance of pressing forward, without delay, in the 
work of erecting and finishing the fortifications, to 
which he particularly alludes. Much has been 
done towards placing our cities and roadsteads in a 
state of security against the hazards of hostile attack, 
within the last four years; but considering the new 
elements which have been, of late years, employed 
in the propelling of ships, and the formidable imple- 
ments of destruction which have been brought into 
service, we cannot be too active or vigilant in pre- 
paring and perfecting the means of defence. I refer 
you, also, to his report for a full statement of the 
condition of the Indian tribes within our jurisdiction. 
The executive has abated no effort in carrying into 
effect the well-established policy of the government, 
which contemplates a removal of all the tribes resi- 
ding within the limits of the several States, beyond 

those limits; and it is now enabled to congratulate 
the country at the prospect of an early consumma- 
tion of this object. Many of the tribes have already 
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made great progress in the arts of civilized life; and 
through the operation of the schools established 
among them, aided by the efforts of the pious men 
of various religious denominations—who devote 
themselves to the task of their improvement—we 
may fondly hope that the remains of the formidable 
tribes which were once the masters of this country 
will, in their transition from the savage state to acon- 
dition of refinement and cultivation, add another 
bright trophy to adorn the labors of a well-directed 
= 

‘he accompanying report of the Secretary of the 
Navy will explain to you the situation of that 
branch of the service. The present organization of 
the department imparts to its operations great effi- 
ciency; but I concur fully in the prrpriety ef a di- 
vision of the Bureau of Construction, abieuena, 
and Repairs, into two bureaus. The subjects, as 
now arranged, are incongruous, and require, toa 
certain extent, information and qualifications alto- 
gether dissimilar. 

The operations of the squadron on the coast of 
Africa have been conducted with all due attention to 
the object which led to its organization; and I am 
happy to say that the officers and crews have en- 
joyed the best possible health, under the system 
adopted by the officer in command. It is believed 
that the United States is the only nation which has, 
by its laws, subjected to the punishment of death, as 
pirates, those who may be engaged in the slave 
trade. A similar enactment on the part of other 
nations would not fail to be attended by beneficial 
results. 

In consequence of the difficulties which have ex- 
isted in the way of securing titles for the necessary 
grounds, operations have not yet been commenced 
towards the establishment of the navy 7 at Mem- 
phis. So soon as the title ia perfected, no further 
delay will be permitted to intervene. It is well 
worthy of your consideration, whether Congress 
should not direct the establishment of a rope-walk, 
in connection with the contemplated navy yard, as 
a measure not of economy but 4s highly useful 
and necessary. ‘The only establishment of the sort 
now connected with the service is located at Boston; 
and the advantages of a similar establishment, con- 
venient to the hemp-growing region, must be ap- 
parent to all. 

The report of the Secretary presents other matters 
to your consideration, of an important character in 
connection with the service. 

In referring you to the accompanying report of the 
Postmaster General, it affords me continued cause 
of gratification to be able to advert to the fact, that 
the affairs of the department, for the last four years, 
have been so conducted as, from its unaided re- 
sources, to meet its large expenditures. On my 
coming into office a debt of nearly $500,000 existed 
against the department, which Congress discharged 
by an appropriation from the treasury. The depart- 
ment, on the 4th of March next, will be found, un- 

der the management of the present efficient head, 
free of debt or embarrassment, which could only 
have been done by the observance and practice of 
the greatest vigilance and economy. The laws have 
contemplated, throughout, that the department 
should be self-sustained; but it may become neces- 
sary, with the wisest regard to public interests, to 
introduce amendments and alterations in the sys- 
tem. There is a strong desire manifested in many 
quarters, so to alter the tariff of letter postage as to 
reduce the amount of tax at present imposed. Should 
such a measure be carried into effect, to the full ex- 
tent desired, it cannot well be doubted but that, for 
first years of its operation, a diminished revenue 
would be collected, the supply of which would ne- 
cessarily constitute a charge upon the treasury. 
Whether such a result would be desirable, it will be 
for Congress, in its wisdom, to determine. It may 
1a general be asserted that radical alterations in any 
system should rather be brought about gradually, 
than by sudden changes; and by pursuing this pru- 
dent policy in the reduction of letter postage, the 
department might still sustain itself through the 
revenue which would accrue by the increase of let- 
ters. The state and condition of the public treas- 
ury have, heretofore, been such as to have precluded 
the recommendation of any material change. The 
difficulties upon this Siena have, however, ceased, 
and a large discretion is now left to the government. 
I cannot too strongly urge the policy of authoriz- 
ing the establishment of a line of steamships regu- 
larly to ply between this country and foreign ports, 
and upon our own waters, for the transportation 
of the mail. The example of the British govern- 


ment is well worthy of imitation in this respect. 
The belief is strongly entertained that the emolu- 
ments arising from the transportation of mail matter 
to foreign countries would operate of itself as an in- 
ducement to cause individual enterprise to undertake 
that branch of the task; and the remuneration of the 
government would consist in the addition readily 
made to our steam navy in case of emergency by the 
ships so employed. Should this suggestion meet 
your approval, the propriety of placing such ships 
under the command of experienced officers of the 
navy will not escape your observation. The appli- 
cation of steam to the purpose of naval warfare 
cogently recommends an extensive steam marine as 
important in estimating the defences of the country. 
Fortunately, this may be attained by us to a great 
extent, without incurring any large amount of ex- 
penditure. Steam vessels to be engaged in the trans- 
yortation of the mails on our principal watercourses, 
ialoen, and parts of our coast, could also be so con- 
structed as to be efficient as war vessels, when need- 
ed; and would, of themselves, constitute a formidable 
force, in order to repel attacks from abroad. We 
cannot be blind to the fact that other nations have 
already added large numbers of steamships to their 
naval armaments; and that this new and powerful 
agent is destined to revolutionize the condition of 
the world. It becomes the United States, therefore, 
looking to their security, to adopt a similar policy; 
and the plan suggested will enable them to do so at 
a small comparative cost. 


I take the greatest pleasure in bearing testimony 
to the zeal and untiring industry which has charac- 
terized the conduct of the members of the executive 
cabinet. Each, in his appropriate sphere, has ren- 
dered me the most efficient aid in carrying on the 
government; and it will not, I trust, appear out of 
place for me to bear this public testimony. The 
cardinal objects which should ever be held in view 
by those intrusted with the administration of public 
affairs, are rigidly, and without favor or affection, so 
to interpret the national will, expressed in the laws, 
as that injustice should be done to none—justice to 
all. This has been the rule upon which they have 
acted; and thus it is believed that few cases, if any, 
exist, wherein our fellow-citizens, who, from time 
to time, have been drawn to the seat of government 
for the settlement of their transactions with the gov- 
ernment, have gone away dissatisfied. Where the 
testimony has been perfected, and was esteemed sat- 
isfactory, their claims have been promptly audited; 
and this in the absence of all favoritism or par- 
tiality. The government which is not just to its 
own people, can neither claim their affection, nor 
the respect of the world. At the same time the 
closest attention has been paid to those matters 
which relate more immediately to the great concerns 
of the country. Order and efficiency in each branch 
of the public service have prevailed, accompanied 
by a system of the most % responsibility on the 
part of the receiving and disbursing agents. The 
fact, in illustration of the truth of this remark, de- 
serves to be noticed, that the revenues of the gov- 
ernment, amounting, in the last four years, to up- 
wards of $120,000,000, have been collected and dis- 
bursed, through the numerous governmental agents, 
without the loss, by default, of any amount wor- 
thy of serious commentary. 


The appropriations made Py Congress for the im- 
provennee of the rivers of the West, and of the har- 
ors on the lakes, are in acourse of judicious expend- 
iture under suitable agents; and are destined, it is 
to be hoped, to realize all the benefits designed to be 
accomplished by Congress. I cannot, however, suf- 
ficiently impress upon Congress the great import- 
ance of withholding appropriations from improve- 
ments which are not ascertained, by previous exam- 
ination and survey, to be necessary for the shelter 
and protection of trade from the dangers of storms 
and tempests. Without this precaution, the ex- 
penditures are but too apt to enure to the benefit of 
individuals, without reference to the only considera- 
tion which can render them constitutional—the pub- 
lic interests and the general good. 


I cannot too earnestly urge upon you the interests 
of this District, over which, by the constitution, 
Congress has exclusive jurisdiction. It would be 
deeply to be regretted should there be, at any time, 
ground to complain of neglect on the part of a 
community which, detatched as it is from the par- 
ental care of the States of Virginia and Maryland, 
can only expect aid from Congress, as its local le- 
gislature. [mengst the subjects which claim your 
attention, is the prompt organization of an asylum 





for the insane, who may be found, from time to 
time, sojourning within the District. Such course 
is also demanded by considerations which apply to 
branches of the publio service. For the necessities 
in this behalf, I invite your particular attention ,, 
the report of the Secretary of the Navy. 


1 have thus, gentlemen of the two Houses of Cop. 
gress, presented youa true and faithful picture of 
the condition of public affairs, both foreign and qo. 
mestic. The wants of the public service are map 
known to you; and matters of no ordinary impor. 
tance are urged upon your consideration. Shall | 
not be permitted to a you on the happy 
auspices under which you have assembled, and on 
the important change in the condition of things 
which has occurred in the last three years? Dyr. 
ing that period, questions with foreign powers, of 
vital importance to the peace of our country, have 
been settled and adjusted. A desolating and wast. 
ing war with savage tribes has been brought to q 
close. The internal tranquillity of the ceuntry, 
threatened by agitating questions, has been presery- 
ed. The credit of the government, which had eXpe- 
rienced a temporary embarrassment, has been tho. 
roughly restored. Its coffers, which, fora season, 
were empty, have been replenished. A currency, 
oe uniform in its value, has taken the place of 
one depreciated and almost worthless. Commerce 
and manufactures, which had suffered in common 
with every other interest, have once more revived: 
and the whole country exhibits an aspect of prosper- 
ity and happiness. Trade and barter, no longer 
governed by a wild and speculative mania, rest upon 
a solid and substantial footing; and the rapid growth 
of our cities, in every direction, bespeaks most 
strongly the favorable circumstances by which we 
are surrounded. My happiness, in the retirement 
which shortly awaits me, is the ardent hope which 
I experience, that this state of prosperity is neither 
deceptive nor destined to be short lived; and that 
measures which have not yet received its sanction, 
but which I cannot but regard as closely connected 
with the honor, the glory, and still more enlarged 
prosperity of the country, are destined, at an early 
day, to receive the approval of Congress. Under 
these circumstances, and with these anticipations, | 
shall most — leave to others, more able than 
myself, the noble and pleasing task of sustaining 
the public prosperity. 1 shall carry with me into 
retirement the en that, as my sole 
object throughout has been to advance the public 

ood, I may not entirely have failed in accomplish- 
ing it; and this gratification is heightened in no 
small degree by the fact that when, under a deep 
and abiding sense of duty, I have found myself con- 
strained to resort to the qualified veto, it has neither 
been followed by disapppoval on the part of the peo- 
ple, nor weakened in any degree their attachment to 

that great conservative feature of our government. 

JOHN TYLER. 

Wasiuincton, December, 1844. 


On motion by Mr. EVANS, the message was or- 
dered to lie on the table, and the usual quantity to 
be printed. 


Mr. EVANS moved that the usual extra number 
—3,500 copies of the message without the docu- 
ments, and 1,500 of the message and accompanying 
documents—be printed for the use of the Senate. 


Mr. FOSTER remarked that some of the docu- 
ments accompanying the message were of an im- 
portant and interesting character, and the number 

roposed to be printed was, therefore, too small. 

e moved that 3,000, instead of 1,500, of the mes- 
sage with the accompanying documents, be printed. 

The amendment was agreed to; and 3,500 copies 
of the message without the documents, and 3,000 
copies with the documents, were ordered to be 
printed, in addition to the usual quantity, for the 
use of the Senaie. 


Mr. WHITE gave notice that he would to-mor- 
row ask leave to introduce the following bills, viz: 

A bill for the continuation of the Cumberland 
road in the States of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois; _ 

A bill to grant certain lands to the State of Indi- 
ana, the better to enable the said State to extend 
and complete the Wabash and Erie Canal from 
Terra Haute to the Ohio river; and 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Joshua Kennedy, of Alabama. 


On motion by Mr. EVANS, the Senate adjourned 
till to-morrow, 12 o’clock, 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespay, December 3, 1844. 


The SPEAKER called the House to order at 12 
o'clock, and the journal of yesterday was read and 


approved. 
Mr. CAVE JOHNSON, from the committee a 
inted yesterday to wait upon the President of the 

Tnited States and inform him that the two Houses 
of Congress were organized and ready to receive 
any communication which he might have to make, 
reported that they had discharged the duty assigned 


to them, and that the President informed them he 


would communicate to the two Houses, at 12 0’clock 
this day, a message in writing. 
STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mr. SAUNDERS submitted a resolution, which 
was agreed to, as follows: 


Resolved, That the usual standing committees be appoint- 
ed under the rules and orders of the House. 


ABOLITION PETITIONS. 


Mr. ADAMS, pursuant to notice given yester- 
day, submitted the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the 25th standing rule for conducting the 
business of this House, in the words following: 

“No petition, memorial, resolution, or other paper pray- 
ing the abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia, or 
any State or Territory, or the slave trade between the States 
or Territories of the United States in which it now exists, 
shall be received by this House, or entertained in any way 
whatever;” 


be and the same is hereby rescinded. 


Mr. ADAMS asked for the yeas and nays, and 
they were ordered. 

Mr. THOMPSON moved that the resolution be 
laid upon the table. 

Messrs. GIDDINGS and ADAMS simultane- 
ously called for the yeas and nays, and they were 
ordered. 

Joun TYLER, jr. eSq., private secretary of the Presi- 
dent of the United States, appeared below the bar, 
and stated that he was directed by the President to 
deliver to the House of Representatives a message in 
writing. 

The message was conveyed to the Speaker, and 

Mr. THOMPSON hoped the message would be 


read. 

Mr. ADAMS said he hoped the calling of the 
yeas and nays would be proceeded with. 

The roll was then called, and the motion to lay on 
= table was negatived—yeas 81, nays 104, as fol- 
Ows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Arrington, Ashe, Atkinson, Baily, Bar- 
ringer, Bidlack, Edward J. Black, James Black, James A. 
Black, Blackwell, Bowlin, Boyd, M. Brown, W. J. Brown, 
Burke, Burt, Caldwell, Causin, Reuben Chapman, Augustus 
A. Chapman, Clinton, Cobb, Daniel, Garrett Davis, John 
W. Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dellet, Dromgoole, Ficklin, 
French, Conga, Grider, Haralson, Holmes, Hoge, Hopkins, 
Houston, Hughes, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jameson, Cave 
Jonnson, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Preston King, 
Labranche, Lucas, Lumpkin, McClernand, McConnell, Mc- 
Kay, Mathews, Isaac E. Morse, Murphy, Newton, Norris, 
Payne, Peyton, David 8S. Reid, ia + Relfe, Rhett, Rod- 
ney, Saunders, Senter, Simpson, Slidell, Robert Smith, 
Steenrod, Stephens, Stiles, James W. Stone, Alfred P. Stone, 
Taylor, Thomasson, Thompson, Tibbatts, Weller, Wood- 
ward and Yancey—8I. 

NAYS—Mesasrs. Abbot, Adams, Anderson, Baker, Barnard, 
Benton, Brinkerhoff, }Brodhead, Jeremiah Brown, Bufti 
ton, Carpenter, Jeremiah E. Cary, Catlin, Chilton, Cling- 
man, Collamer, Cranston, Dana, ‘esta, Dean, Dickey, 
ae Dunlap, Ellis, Elmer, Farlee, Fish, Florence, 
Foot, Fuller, Giddings, Byram Green, Grinnell, Hale, Han- 
nibal Hamlin, Edward 8S. Hamlin, Hardin, Harper, Henley, 
Herrick, Hubbell, Hudson, Hungerford, James B. Hunt, Jo- 
seph R. Ingersoll, Irvin, Jenks, Perley B. Johnson, Andrew 
Kennedy, Daniel P. King, Kirkpatrick, Leonard, Lyon, Mc- 
Causlen, McClelland, McIlvaine, Marsh, Edward J. Morris, 
Joseph Morris, Freeman H. Morse, ao Nes, Owen, 
Parmenter, Patterson, Pettit, Phoenix, Pollock, Elisha R. Pot- 
ter, Pratt, Preston, Purdy, Ramsay, Rathbun, Ritter, Robin- 
son, Rockwell, Rogers, St. John, Fi Schenck, Sever- 
ance, Thomas H. Seymour, David L. Seymour, Albert 
Smith, John T. Smith, Thomas Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Stet- 
son, Andrew Stewart, John Stewart, Tyler, Vance, Vinton, 
Wentworth, Wethered, Wheaton, John White, Benjamin 
White, Williams, Winthrop, William Wright, Joseph A. 
Wright and Yost—104. 


The question recurred on the adoption of the res- 
olution on which the yeas and nays had been or- 
— and they resulted—yeas 108, nays 80, as fol- 
ows: 


YEAS—Meessrs. Abbot, Adems, Anderson, Baker, Bar- 
nard, Benton, James Bleck, Brinkerhoff, Brodhead, Jere- 
miah Brown, Buffington, Carpenter, Jeremiah E. Cary, Cat- 
lin, Clingman, Clinton, Collamer, Cranston, Dana, Darragh, 
Dean, Dickey, Dillingham, Duncan, Dunlap, Ellis, Elmer, 
Farlee, Fish, Florence, Foot, Fuller, Giddings, Byram 
Green, Grinnell, Hale, Hannibal Hamlin, Edward S. Ham- 
lin, Hardin, Harper, Henley, Herrick, Hubbell, Hudson, 
Hungerford, James B. Hunt, J h R. ingersoll, Irvin, 
Jenks, Perley B. Johnson, Andrew Reunahe: John P. Ken- 
nedy, Daniel P. King, Kirkpatrick, Leonard, Lyon, McCaus- 


len, McClelland, McDowell, Mclivaine, Marsh, Edward J. 
Morris, Joseph Morris, Freeman H. Morse, Moseley, Nes, 
Owen, Parmenter, Patterson, Pettit, Phoenix, Pollock, Elisha 
R. Potter, Pratt, Preston, Purdy, Ramsey, Rathbun, Ritter, 
Robinson, Rockwell, Rogers, St. John, Sample, Schenck, 
Severance, Thomas H. Seymour, David L. Seymour, Albert 
Smith, John T. Smith, Thomas Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Stet- 
son, Andrew Stewart, John Stewart, Tyler, Vance, Vinton, 
Wentworth, Wethered, Wheaton, John White, Benjamin 
White, Williams, Winthrop, William Wright, Joseph A. 
Wright, and Yost—1L08. 

_ NAYS—Messrs. Arrington, Ashe, Atkinson, Baily, Bar- 
mae Bidlack, Edward J. Black, James A, Black, Black- 
well, Bowlin, Boyd, Milton Brown, William J. Brown, 
Burke, Burt, Caldwell, Causin, Reuben Chapman, Augus 
tus A. Chapman, Chilton, Cobb, Daniel, Garrett Davis, John 
W. Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dellet, Dromgoole, Ficklin, 
French, Goggin, Grider, Haralson, Ho!mes, Hoge, Hopkins, 
Houston, Hubard, Hughes, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jameson, 
Cave Johnson, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Preston 
King, Labranche, Lucas, Lumpkin, McClernand, Mcton- 
nell, McKay, Mathews, Isaac E. Morse, Murphy, Newton, 
Norris, Payne, Peyton, David S. Reid, Reding, Relfe, Rhett, 
Rodney, Saunders, Senter, Simpson. Slidell, Robert Smith, 
Steenrod, Stephens, Stiles, James W. Stone, Alfred P. Stone, 
Taylor, Thomasson, Thompson, Tibbatis, Weller, Wood- 
ward, and Yancey—80. 


So the resolution was adopted. 


THE PRESIDENTS MESSAGE. 


Mr. C. JOHNSON moved that the message re- 
ceived from the President be now read; and it was 
read accordingly. 

[See Senate aaerners 

Mr. WELLER moved that the President’s mes- 
sage be laid upon the table, and that 15,000 copies 
thereof be printed—10,000 with the accompanying 
documents, and 5,000 without the documents. 

Mr. J. W. DAVIS thought the motion of the 
genus from Ohio was not the proper one. He 

eemed another form of resolution more appropri- 
ate, and he had prepared such resolution for sub- 
mission to the House, as follows: 


Resolved, That the message of the President of the United 
States be referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and that 15,000 copies thereof be print- 
ed—10,000 with the accompanying documents, and 5,000 
without the accompanying documents, for the use of the 
House. 


Mr. WELLER accepted the suggested amendment, 
though he would, at the same time, inform the gen- 
tleman from Indiana, that the course suggested by 
that gentleman was not the uniform course pursued 
by this House. It was so in olden time, but not 
for the last few years, during which the President’s 
message had been referred to the appropriate stand- 
ing committees. 

r. WENTWORTH moved to amend the mo- 
tion by the addition of the words “and 2,000 copies 
in the German language, without the accompanying 
documents.” 

Mr. HALE moved to amend the amendment, by 
adding the words, ‘“‘and every other tongue talked 
in the United States of America.” [Laughter, and 
cries of ‘what! In the Cherokee?”’} 

Mr. McCONNELL suggested that a suitable 
number should be printed in the Old Congo lan- 


uage. 

. The SPEAKER put the question on the amend- 
ment to the amendment, (Mr. Hate’s,) and it was 
agreed to. 

The question then recurred on the amendment 
of Mr. Wentworth as amended. 

Mr. WELLER inquired if he could withdraw 
his acceptance of the substitute of the gentleman 
from Indiana [Mr. Bavis] for the motion which 
he had submitted. 

The SPEAKER replied that the gentleman could 
not withdraw his ac eptance, the House being en- 

din acting upon the amendments thereto. 
‘he question was then taken on the amendment 
as amended, and it was negatived. 

The question then recurred on the motion of Mr. 


WELLER, as amended on the suggestion of Mr. J. 
W. Davis. 


Mr. PARMENTER hoped the course suggested 
by the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. aoa Feng 
alented bx the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Wex- 
LER,] would not meet the approbation of the House. 
It had been the custom of late years to refer the dif- 
ferent subjects in the President’s message to the 
standing committees, though formerly the message 
had been referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. The latter eustom had 
been pursued for the purpose of a general debate 
thereon; but that object had more recently been at- 
tained in other ways; and if the motion of the gentle- 
man from Indiana prevailed, no advantage would be 
gained; but it would necessarily follow that the 
matters contained in the message would be taken 








from the standing committees to which they belong- 
ed. There were subjects in the message which 
could only with propriety be firat considered by the 
Committee on Military Affairs; others that belong- 
ed to the Committee on Naval Affairs; and some 
which belonged to other committees; he therefore 
hoped the motion would prevail as orginally sub- 
mitted by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Wetrer,} 
with a difference in relation to the printing; believing, 
as he did, that 15,000 copies, with the accompany- 
ing documents, would not be more than the House 
required. He therefore would move to strike out 
that part of the resolution by which it was proposed 
to refer the message to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, and so to change the other 
— as to make it conform to the suggestions he 
iad made. - 


Mr. DAVIS of Indiana observed that he had 
drawn his resolution in accordance with the practice 
which formerly prevailed in the House, and, he 
had supposed, in accordance with the views enter- 
tained by his friend from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
Parmenter.| Some of his friends objected because 
the resolution did not conform to the practice of a 
more recent date; but he thought that the old prac- 
tice was the preferable one. He saw no advantage 
that would result in departing from the old usage, 
and hoped it would now be adhered to. 


Mr. PARMENTER moved to amend the resolu- 
tion, by striking out all after the word “resolved,” 
and inserting “That the President’s message, with 
the accompanying documents, be printed for the 
use of the House, and that 10,000 extra copies of 
the message and documents “be also printed.” 

Mr. DROMGOOLE inquired whether a motion 
to lay on the table would be in order, after a motion 
had been made to refer the subject to the Committes 
of the Whole. 

The SPEAKER said that there was no motion 
pending to lay the message on the table. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE observed that he understood 
the gentleman from Massachusetts to say he in- 
tended to make a motion to lay the message on the 
table—and he would suggest to him, as he had 
offered an argument against the reference to the 
Committee of the Whole, to permit the vote to be 
taken on that question. While up, he begged leave 
to express the hope that the House would restore 
the ancient usage of referring the President's mes- 
sage and documents to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, where a discussion on 
the various interests of the country would be most 
appropriate. The Committee of the Whole was the 
proper place for such a discussion; aad the practice 
of discussing the President’s message there had al- 
ways pravailed till within a few years past, when, 
in times of high party excitement, it was thought ex- 
pedient to take a different course. 


Mr. PARMENTER was well aware that the 
former practice was to discuss the subjects embraced 
in the President’s message in Committee of the 
Whole; but he was also aware that this practice al- 
ways led to a long debate, perhaps of three or four 
weeks, to the neglect of the other business of the 
country. He was still of opinion that the most ap- 
propriate course would be, after the standing com- 
mittees were appointed, to parcel out the message 
among them according to the subjects that will come 
within their supervision. 

Mr. ROBERT SMITH inquired whether it 
would be in order to move the printing of 2,500 
copies of the message and documents in the German 
language. 

The SPEAKER replied that such a motion would 
be in order. . 

Mr. ROBERT SMITH then moved that 2,500 
copies of the message and documents be printed in 
the German language; and on that motion he called 
for the previous question. 

On taking the question on the demand for the pre- 
vious question, it was found that the House refused 
to second it. 

Mr. HALE moved to amend Mr. Rosrar Suirn’s 
amendment, by adding, ‘‘and the same number in 
every other language spoken in the United States.” 

The SPEAKER said that Mr. Hate’s amend- 
ment was not 1 order. 

Mr. ROBERT SMITH called for the yeas and 
“7 but they were not ordered. 

e question was put on Mr. Smirn’s amend- 
ment, and it was rejected. 

The question was put on agreeing to the amend- 
ment, and resulted in ayes 74, noes $32—no quorum 


voting, 
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Tellers were ordered; and the vote being taken in 
that way, the amendment was agreed to. 
_ The question recurring on agreeing to the resolu- 


tion— 

Mr. PAYNE asked if it was in order to offer an 
amendment? 

The SPEAKER replied that it would not be in 
order. 

The resolution was then adopted. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE observed that, as the resolu- 
tion for printing had been disposed of, the message 
was then before the House. He moved to refer it 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. PARMENTER moved that the message and 
documents be laid on the table. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE observed that he was not 
disposed to debate a question in which debate was 
not in order; but he would inquire of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts whether he wished to put the 
President’s message in a condition that it would re- 
quire two-thirds to take it up? 

The question was put on the metion to lay the 
message and documents on the table, and decided in 
the negative. 

The message and documents were then referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. WRIGHT of Indiana, gave notice, that on 
to-morrow, or some subsequent day, he would ask 
leave to introduce a bill making appropriations for 
the Cumberland road in Ohio, Tadiene, and Illinois. 

Mr. PRESTON KING gave notice of his inten- 
tion, on some future day, to introduce a bill to re- 
duce and regulate the rates of postage. 


NATURALIZATION LAWS. 


Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL gave notice that he 
would, to-morrow, or some subsequent day, move 
to bring in a bill to alter and amend the naturaliza- 
tion laws of the United States. 


DISTRIBUTION. 


Mr. G. DAVIS offered the following joint resolu- 
ion: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
the Secretary of the Treasury be, and is hereby, authorized 
and directed to pay over to the treasurer, or other proper 
authority of the several States of the United States, the sum 
of $9,367,214 99, the fourth instalment of the money in the 
treasury directed to be deposited with the several yr by 
the act entitled ‘An act to regulate the deposites of the pub- 
lic money,” approved June 23, 1836; the distribution here- 
by directed to be made quarterly in equal instalments, ac- 
cording to the provisions of the act aforesaid. 


Mr. WELLER asked if that resolution was in 
orde. If not, he should object te its reception. 

The SPEAKER said that it was in order. 

Mr. WELLER moved to lay it on the table. 

Mr. G. DAVIS called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. STEENROD said that the joint resolution 
being of the nature of a bill, it was not in order for 
the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. G. Davis] to 
introduce. it without one day’s previous notice. 

The SPEAKER remarked to the gentleman from 
Kentucky that he would find himself much embar- 
rassed in proceeding with a bill or a joint resolution 
in the present condition of the House—there being 
no standing committees yet appointed, to which it 
could be referred. The very next step to be taken 
after the second reading of the resolution, this diffi- 
culty would arise. 

Mr. DAVIS wished the question to be taken on 
motion of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Wevter. } 

The question was then taken on laying the resolu- 
tion on the table, and decided in the affirmative— 
yeas 105, nays 68, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Arrington, Atkinson, Benton, Bidlack, 
Edward J. Black, James A. Black, Blackwell, Brinker- 
hoff, William J. Brown, Burke, Burt, Caldwell, Carpenter, 
Jeremiah E. Cary, Catlin, Reuben Chapman, Augustus A. 
Chapman, Clinton, Cobb, Dana, Daniel, John W. Davis, 
Dawson, Dean, Dillingham, Douglass, Dromgoole, Duncan, 
Dunlap, Ellis, Elmer, Farlee, French, Byram Green, Hale, 
Hanni Hamlin, Haralson, Henley, Herrick, Holmes, 
Hoge, Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, Hubbell, Hughes, Hun- 
geriord, James B. Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jameson, 
Cave Johnson, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Preston 
King, Kirkpatrick, Labranche, Leonard, Lucas, Lumpkin, 
Lyon, McClelland, McClernand, McConnell, McDowell, 
McKay, Joseph Morris, Isaac E. Morse, Norris, Owen, Par- 
menter, Payne, Pratt, Rathbun, David S. Reid, Reding, 
Relfe,§ Rhett, Ritter, st. John, Saunders, Thomas H. Sey- 
mour, David L. Seymour, Simpson, Slidell, Thomas Smith, 
Robert Smith, Steenrod, Stetson, John Stewart, Stiles, 
James W. Stone, Alfred P. Stone, Taylor, Thompson, Tib- 
batts, Weller, Wentworth, Wheaton, Benjamin White, 
Soman Woodward, Joseph A. Wright, Yancey. and 
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NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Ashe, Baker, Barringer, 
Barnard, Brodhead, J. Brown, Buffington, Wausin, Chilton, 
Clingman, Collamer, Cranston, Darragh, G. Davis, Deberry, 
Dellet, Dickey, Fish, Florence, Foot, Fuller, Giddings, 
Goggin, Grinnell, Grider, E. 8. Hamlin, Hardin, Harper, 
Hu oe R. Ingersoll, Irvin, Jenks, Perley B. John- 
son, John P. Kennedy, Daniel P. King, McIlvaine, Marsh, 
Edward J. Morris, Freeman H. Morse, Moseley, Nes, New- 
ton, Patterson, Peyton, Phoenix, Pollock, Flisha R. Potter, 
Preston, Ramsey, Rockwell, Rodney, Rogers, Sample, 
Schenck, Senter, Severance, John T. Smith, Caleb B. Smith, 
Stephens, Thomasson, Tyler, Vinton, Wethered, John 
White, Winthrop, and William Wright—6s8. 


The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Wenpnespay, December 4, 1844. 


Messrs. Henperson and Mituer, in addition to 
those senators heretofore announced, appeared in 
their seats to-day. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the credentials of 
the Hon. Cuestrer Asucey, senator, elected by the 
legislature of Arkansas to fill the vacancy occa- 
sioned by the death of the Hon. W. S. Fulton. 

The credentials having been read, Mr. AsHLey 
was qualified and took his seat. 

On motion by Mr. BENTON, it was 

Resolved, That the 34th rule be so far suspended that the 
presiding officer of the Senate shall appoint for the present 
session the standing committees of the Senate. 

A joint resolution was received from the House, 
prepeeee the appointment of two chaplains, one by 
each House, and providing for an interchange of 
their services. 

The resolution having been read, was then, on 
the motion of Mr. WHITE, considered and adopt- 
ed; and, 

On motion by Mr. HUNTINGTON, the Senate 
ees to the election of chaplain. The ballot 

eing taken, and counted, resulted as follows: 


Whole number of votes 27, of which 





Rev. Mr. Tuston received - - - 5 
Rev. Mr. Hale - - - - 1 
Rev. Mr. Sprole - - - - | 


Rev. Mr. Tuston was therefore declared to be 
elected. 

On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, leave was grant- 
ed to withdraw from the files the documents accom- 
panying the petition of Jacob Brandega, praying 
that his claim to atract of land may be confirmed. 

Mr. EVANS gave notice that he would, to-mor- 
row, ask leave to introduce a bill for the benefit of 
David Shaw and Daniel Boston. 

Mr. ATHERTON gave notice that he would, to- 
morrow, ask leave to introduce a bill for the settle- 
ment of the claims of New Hampshire against the 
United States. 

Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which, under the rule, lies one day on the ta- 
ble, viz: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to communicate to the Senate a copy of all the 
proceedings in the case of the inquiry into the official con- 
duct of Silas Reid, esq., principal surveyor of Missouri and 
Illinois, so as to show a full view of all the complaints 


against him, and of all the evidence taken in relation 
thereto, and the decision of the President thereupon. 


The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Senate 
a communication from the Treasury department, 
transmitting in pursuance of law, a copy of the treas- 
urer’s accounts with the United Stat: s, for the third 
and fourth quarters of 1843, acd the first and second 
quarters of 1844, es adjusted by the accounting 
officers of the department; which, on motion Mr. 
HUNTINGTON, was ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, December 4, 1844. 


The minutes of yesterday were read and approv- 
ed. 





ADDITIONAL MEMBERS. 


Since the publication of the list of members pres- 
ent on Monday, the following have appeared, and 
taken their seats:' 

Hon. Jacos Cotnamer, from the State of Ver- 
mont; 

Hon. Juniws Rocxwe t, from the State of Mas- 
sachusetts; 

Hon. Smita M. Purpy, and Hon. Tuomas J. 
Parrerson, from the State of New York; 

Hon. Lucivs Q. C. Exmer, from the State of 
New Jersey; 


Hon. Joun T. Suir, from the State of Pennsyl- 
vania; 


Hon. Josern H. Peyton, from the State of Ten. 
nessee; 

Hon. Joun Jameson, from the State of Missoy,, 

Hon. Cuartes H. Carrorr, from the State 9; 
New York; 

_Hon. G. W. Summers, from the State of yj;. 
ginia; 

Hon. Jernemian Russet, from the State of New 
York; and 

_ Hon. W. H. Hammett, from the State of Missis. 
sippi. 
NOTICES OF BILLS AND RESOLUTIONs, 

Mr. PRATT gave notice that he should hereaf. 
ter ask leave to introduce the following joint resoly. 
tion: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of merica in Congress assembled, That the 
Secretary of War be allowed to loan such marquees and 
tents as he may think proper, whenever officially requested 
hy any vepulesiy-erganipes State agricultural society, to 
promote the convenience of the gery and mechanical 
community, and the public generally, at the annual agricy| 
tural fairs and cattle shows in the different States of the 
Union—it being distinctly understood that such State socie. 
ties shall be responsible for all loss or damage, and that the 


articles be taken and returned safely without any expense 
to the government. . 


Mr. BURT gave notice that he should hereafter 
ask leave to introduce a bill to repeal the duty on 
cotton bagging and gunny cloth. 

Mr. J A. BLACK gave notice of his in- 
tention to ask leave to introduce a bill regulating the 
pay of the army, and for other purposes. 

r. PHCENIX gave notice of his intention here- 
after to ask leave to introduce a bill to repeal the 
duty on railroad iron. 

Mr. DANA gave notice of his intention hereafter 
to ask leave to introduce a bill to abolish the frank- 
ing privilege, and to reduce the rates of postage. 

r. McCLELLAND gave notice of a bill rela- 
tive to the office of surveyor general for the States of 
Ohio, Indiana, and Michigan. 

Mr. OWEN gave notice that to-morrow, or on 
some subsequent day of the session, he would 
move for leave to introduce a bill granting certain 
lands for the completion of the extension of the 
Wabash and Erie canal. 


PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS. 


Mr. DUNCAN, pursuant to notice heretofore 
given, asked leave to introduce a bill. 

The SPEAKER suggested, that there had been 
no committees appointed; and therefore the bill 
could not be referred. 

Mr. DUNCAN replied that he did not wish its 
reference to any other than the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE inquired whether the notice 
given by the gentleman from Ohio had been entered 
on the journal; and, if so, whether the leave asked 
must not be formally granted by the House? 

Mr. DUNCAN remarked that he was asking 
eave. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE continued to remark that 
leave must be formally given by this House; and 
then the old parliamentary practice was, that the 
old bill was brought in by a committee. 

Mr. DUNCAN (after some conversation between 
him, Mr. Dromcooie, and the Speaker, on the 
precise course to be pursued) explained that the bill 
was well known to this House, for it was passed 
upon at the last session. It was a bill to provide 
for the holding of the elections of electors of Presi- 
dent and Vice President of the United States ona 
uniform and certain day throughout all the States of 
the Union. 

The SPEAKER rose to put the question on the 
motion for leave to introduce the bill; but 

Mr. ADAMS interposed, and called the attention 
of the Chairto the rule governing such proceed- 
ing. The 114th rule was in these words: 

“Every bill shall be introduced on the report of a com- 
mittee, or by motion for leave. Inthe latter case, at least 
one day’s§ notice should be given of the motion, and the 
motion shall be made, and the bill introduced, if leave is 


given, when resolutions are called for: such motion, or the 
bill, when introduced, may be committed.” 


The SPEAKER decided that, under that rule, it 
was not in order at this time to introduce the bill re- 
ferred to. 

Mr. DUNCAN said he gave notice a few days 

that he would ask leave to introduce a bill 
hich he had prepared; and he now, in pursuance 
of such notice, asked leave to introduce that bill. 

The SPEAKER informed the gentleman from 
Ohio that the 114th rule of order of the House pre- 
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scribed the mode to be pursued, and under that rule 
the bill could not now be introduced; but leave 
might now be asked and granted, and the bill could 
be introduced by the gentleman from Ohio when res- 
olutions were called for from the several States. 

Mr. DUNCAN moved that the 114th rule be 
suspended for the nee of permitting him to in- 

uce the bill at this tume. 

Mr. WINTHROP called the attention of the 
Speaker to the precise phraseology of the rule, by 
which it would be seen that the motion must be 
made and the bill introduced, if leave was granted, 
when resolutions were called for. Hence he in- 
ferred that the motion for leave could not now be 
entertained. 

Mr. WELLER remarked that the motion to sus- 

nd the rule was now in order. 

Mr. DUNCAN called for the yeas and nays on 
his motion to suspend; and they were ordered. 

The Clerk, at the request of several members, 
read the title of the bill as follows: 

“A billto establish a uniform time for holding the elec- 


tion of electors of President and Vice President in all the 
States of the Union.” 


The SPEAKER put the question on the motion 
to suspend the rules, and it was carried unanimous- 
ly—179 voting in the affirmative, and none in the 
negative, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Anderson, Arrington, Ashe, At- 
kinson, Baily, Baker, Barringer, Barnard, Benton, Bidlack, 
Edward J. Black, James Black, James A. Black, Blackwell, 
Bower, Bowlin, Boyd, Brinkerhoff, William J. Brown, Jere- 
miah Brown, Buffington, Burke, Burt, Caldwell, Carpenter, 
Jeremiah EF. Cary, Carroll, Causin, Augustus A. Chapman, 
Chilton, Clingman, Clinton, Cobb, Collamer, Cranston, 
Dana, Daniel, Darragh, Garrett Davis, John W. Davis, Dean, 
Deberry, Dellet, Dickey, Dillingham, Douglass, Dromgoole, 
Duncan, Dunlap, Ellis, Elmer, Farlee, Ficklin, Fish, Flor- 
ence, Foot, French, Fuller, Giddings, Goggin, Byram Green, 
Grinnell, Grider, Hale, Hannibal Hamlin, Edward S. Ham- 
lin, Hammett, Haralson, Hardin, Harper, Henley, Herrick, 
Hoge, Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, Hubbell, Hughes, Hun- 
geriord, James B. Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. In- 

ersoll, Irvin, Jameson, Jenks, Cave Johnson, Perley B. 
Joceaems Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Andrew ie, 
nedy, Preston ie Daniel P: King, Kirkpatrick, Labranche, 
Leonard, Lucas, Lumpkin, McCauslen, McClelland, Mc- 
Clernand, McConnell, McDowell, McIlvaine, McKay,Marsh, 
Mathews, Edward J. Morris, Joseph Morris, Freeman H., 
Merse, Isaac E. Morse, Moseley, Nes, Newton, Norris, 
Owen, Parmenter, Patterson, Pettit, Peyton, Phenix, Pol- 
lock, Elisha R. Potter, Pratt, Preston, Purdy, Ramsey, Rath- 
bun, David S. Reid, Reding, Relfe, Ritter; Robinson, Rock- 
well, Rodney, Rogers, Russell, St. John, Sample, Saunders, 
Schenck, Severance, Thomas H. Seymour, David L. Sey- 
mour, Simpson, Slidell, Albert Smith, John T. Smith, Thos. 
Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Robert Smith, Steenred, Stephens, 
Stetson, Andrew Stewart, John Stewart, James W. Stone, 
Alfred P. Stone, Taylor, Thomasson, Thompson, Tibbatts, 
Tilden, Tyler, Vance, Vinton, Weller, Wentworth, Weth- 
ered, Wheaton, John White, Benjamin White, Williams, 
Winthrop, Woodward, William Wright, Joseph A. Wright, 
Yancey, and Yost—179. 


So the rule being suspended— 

Mr. DUNCAN asked and obtained leave, and in- 
troduced a bill to establish a uniform time for hold- 
ing the elections for electors of President and Vice 
— the United States in all the States of the 

nion. 

[A messsage was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Dicxins, their Secretary, stating that that body 
had concurred in the joint resolution of the House 
for the appointment of two chaplains of different 
denominations to serve during the session, and had 
appointed the Rev. Septimus Tuston on their part. } 

r. DROMGOOLE called for the reading of the 
bill; and it was read accordingly. 

Mr. DUNCAN said it would be remembered b 
most of the members, that this was the same bill 
that passed the House at the last session; and having 
already been referred to the Committee of Elections, 
there was no necessity for any further referenee 
now. If it was desired by any member to refer it 
to the Committee of the Whole, he would not ob- 
ject; though even that reference were not necessary, 
as the bill had been already considered by one of 
the standing committees, and had passed the House 
by an overwhelming majority. 

Mr. ELMER observed that the gentleman from 
Ohio was entirely mistaken in supposing that this 
bill was the same as that passed by the House at 
the last session; for, although it was the same in 
substance, it differed essentially in its details. It 
was an important subject, requiring the most mature 
consideration, and should therefore be referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary, which was the ap- 
propriate committee for considering subjects of this 


nature. ‘The gentleman had overlooked the consti- 
tution in framing this bill, and supposed that it was 


necessary for the States to elect electors by 
the people; whereas the constitution provi- 
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ded that the States should choose electors. 
In one of the States the electors were not elected by 
the people, but chosen by the legislature. The 
cp of the bill was correct, and entirely met 

is approbation; but it required considerable amend- 
ment in its details, and he hoped, therefore, that it 
would be referred t> the standing committee he had 
named. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE observed that it was certain- 
ly desirable that a bill of this kind should be passed 
into a law, and that the elections for President and 
Vice President, in all the States, should be held on 
the same day. It might, perhaps, be necessary to 
make this bill more perfect in its details before pass- 
ing it; and to accomplish that end, the best way, in 
his opinion, would be to print it, and refer it to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
By taking this course, the bill would be in the hands 
of every member, and every one would have an op- 
portunity of suggesting such amendments and im- 
provemenis as seemed to him necessary. The de- 
tails of the bill could be as readily perfected in the 
Committee of the Whole as by one of the standing 
committees. 

Mr. D. concluded by moving to print the bill, and 
refer it to the Committee of the Whole on the State 
of the Union. 

Mr. BARNARD would much prefer a reference 
to one of the standing committees, because he 
thought that the various amendments and correc- 
tions that were required by the bill could be better 
attended to by the Committee on the Judiciary, 
(which appropriately had such subjects in charge, ) 
than the Committee of the Whole. 

He submitted to the Chair whether it would be 
now in order to move to refer the bill to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

The SPEAKER said that the motion of reference 
to the Committee of the Whole would take prece- 
dence. 


Mr. BARNARD observed that neither the mover 
of the bill nor any one else could imagine that there 
was any desire on his part, or that of any gentle- 
man, to throw any obstacles in the way of the pas- 
sage of this bill. He disclaimed any such desire on 
his part. All he desired was, that the usual course 
in relation to bills should not now be departed from. 
He believed it was a rare occurrence that bills intro- 
duced on leave should go at once into Committee ef 
the Whole, without a previous reference to a stand- 
ing committee. The universal practice had been 
the other way. He desired to see the bill passed 
after it should have undergone the necessary correc- 
tions; and as he saw no other way of reaching the 
object he had in view, he should move to lay the 
billon the table until the standing committees were 
appointed, when he would take the first opportunity 
to move its reference to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. Mr. B. concluded by moving to lay the 
bill on the table. 

Mr. DUNCAN called for the yeas and nays on 
the motion. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE raised the question of order, 
whether, pending his motion to refer the bill to the 
Committee of the Whole, the gentleman could move 
to lay it on thetable. The gentleman could, in his 
opinion, move to lay his motion of reference on the 
table, and that would carry the bill with it; but if 
he laid the bill on the table, what became of that 
motion? 

The SPEAKER decided that the motion of the 
gentleman from New York (Mr. Barnarp] was in 
order. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL suggested that the House 
should adjourn over till Monday, by whieh time 
the standing committees would be ’ppointed. This, 
he believed, was the usual course at this period of 
the session. 

The SPEAKER replied that it was not competent 
for the House to adjourn over for more than three 


days. 

Mr. DUNCAN wished to ask a question before 
the vote was taken. If this bill was laid on the table, 
would it not, he asked, require a vote of two-thirds 
to take it u in. 

The SPEAKER replied that it would. 

Mr. BARNARD said, that as he felt no disposi- 
tion to put himself in an attitude of hoatility to the 
bill, he would withdraw hia motion to lay it on the 
table. 


Mr. ELMER moved to postpone the further con- 
sideration of the bill till Monday next. He had no 
objection te the principle contained in it, but having 
examined into the subject at the last session, he was 
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satisfied that this bill required the scratiny of one of 
the seni committees before it could be in a shape 
to receive the action of the House. 

Mr. DUNCAN observed that the motion of the 
gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Dromaooxe} to refer 
the bill to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union would leave it under the control of the 
House, and the printing of it would enable every 
member to make himself acquainted with its details, 
and suggest such amendments as might seem to him 
necessary. What more could the gentleman want 
He well remembered that this bill was referred to 
the Committee of Elections at the last session, and 
that it was one month before he could get them to 
report on it. They had then a session of eight 
months before them, and yet the bil) was acted on 
and passed at so late a period of the session, that 
when it was sent to the Senate—the want of time to 
act on it was given as one of the apologies for lay- 
ing iton the table. Now that they had a session 
of but three months before them, the same delays were 
proposed; and he should consequently be obliged to 
resist them, as he was satisfied that such delays 
would result in the loss of the bill. Every member 
was well acquainted with the subject. He repeated 
that it was the same bill in substance that passed the 
House at the last session, though not exactly in 
the same words, and there was no necessity for any 
reference at all. 

Mr. HAMLIN said he had no objection to the 

stponement moved by the gentleman from New 
Saat. provided the bill could be made the special 
order for the day named by him. He _ therefore 
moved to amend the gentleman's motion, by adding, 
“and that the bill be made the special order for that 
day.” 

Mr. ELMER accepted the amendment as a modi- 
fication of his motion. 

Mr. HAMLIN continued. He believed that if 
there was one single proposition coming before the 
House that deserved the serious consideration of 
every member, it was the bill before them. It was 
a subject, too, on which he hoped to see union of 
action, as well asa speedy disposition of it. His 
friend from Ohio [Mr. Duncan] was mistaken in 
saying that this was any thing like the same bill that 
passed the House at the last session. It was the 
same thing in substance, it was true, but it was es- 
sentially differentin its details. For his part, he was 
willing to have the reference made to the Committee 
of the Whole, where he believed the bil! could be as 
readily perfected as in one of the standing commit- 
ties; but some amendments were, in his opinion, ab- 
solutely necessary. If gentlemen would consent to 
postpone the bill till Monday, and make it the 
special order of the day for that day, they would 
find that it would, instead of delaying the bill, hasten 
its progress through the House. his object was 
not to delay it, but to hasten its passage. 

Mr. DUNCAN asked, if the motion to postpone 

revailed, in what condition the bill would then be. 
hat would not refer itto the Committee of the 
Whole, and the motion did not include the printing. 

Mr. HAMLIN amended his motion by including 
the printing; which was also accepted as a modifica- 
tion by Mr. Ermer. 

Mr. BARRINGER trusted that the motion would 
not prevail. He hoped the bill would take the usual 
course, and be referred to the Committee of the 
Whole, and printed. If there should be any differ- 
ence of opinion in regard to the details of the bill, 
the Committee of the Whole was the appropriate 

lace to reconcile such differences of opinion. 

hould the bill be postponed till Monday next, and 
made the special order for that day, he presumed 
that some gentleman would, even after that, desire 
a reference to one of the standing committees. 

Mr. DUNCAN observed that he saw the diffi- 
culty under which the gentleman from Maine, {Mr. 
Ham in, ] as well as the gentleman from New Jer- 
sey, [Mrr Etmer,} was laboring.. The bill of the 
last session provided for the time of holding the 
congressional elections, as well as of President and 
Vice President; while this bill refers to the elections 
of President and Vice President only. As to any 
confliction with the constitution or the laws of the 
States, the gentleman was mistaken; for the bill was 
liable to no such objections. It provided that the 
notices and returns of the elections should be regu- 
lated by the laws of the States, as well as providing 
for the day of holding the elections. He must ob- 
ject to any delay or reference, as that would, in his 
opinion, endanger the passage of the bill at this 
session. With regard to any differences of opinion 
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on the details of the bill, these could be as readily 
reconciled in Committee of the Whole as in one 
of the standing committees, and time would be saved 
by considering it in the first. He trusted that 
the motion of the gentleman from Virginia 
to refer the subject to the Committee of the 
Whole would prevail; for, by such reference, 
every member would have an opportunity to point 
out such amendments as might appear to him ne- 
cessary or proper. 

Mr. J. t INGERSOLL observed that it was 
evident there was a disposition on all sides of the 
House to pass the bill. It had friends every where, 
and no one was disposed to obstruct or delay it. 
But in proportion to the desire to pass it into a law, 
there was the same desire to render it perfect in all 
its details before finally acting on it. It seemed to 
him that the proper mode of arriving at that desira- 
ble result was to refer it to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, which was the committee constituted to 
take charge of such subjects. A reference to the 
Committee of the Whole House would make it 
everybody’s business, and therefore nobody’s busi- 
ness. He hoped, therefore, that it would be refer- 
red to the Committee on the Judiciary: that an 
—_ report would be made in it, and that it would 
finally pass the House time enough to be acted on 
in the other body. 


Mr. ELMER said he hoped the motion to post- 
pone would prevail. It had been made for the ex- 
press object of sending the bill to a standing com- 
mittee when it should again come before the House. 
He was in favor of postpoing it, because it would 
save time, and facilitate the passage of the bill. In 
his judgment, this bill was not framed to meet the 
constituuon. They all knew that it was very dif- 
ficult to engraft amendments upon a bill in fie. 
mittee of the Whole; they came in on the authority 
of the individual mover, and members had no time 
to examine them. But when they came from a 
standing committee, they came with the assurance 
that they had been fully examined; and he believed, 
from the expression of opinion they had already 
had, that if the bill came from a standing commit- 
tee, in this way it would pass without debate; but if 
it was permitted to go, with no examination, to the 
Committee of the Whole, it would be debated, and 
its passage be delayed. 

This (continued Mr. E.) was one of the most 
important subjects upon which they could legislate; 
it was one most likely to affect the tranquillity and 
peace of the country. As he had occasion to re- 
mark at a former time, if there was a subject on 
which they ought to be particular in their action, it 
was this subject of the presidential election. Let 
there once come up arhong the people of the United 
States a controversy as to who had been legally 
elected President, and no man could tell what would 
be the result. Ought they not, then, when approach- 
ing this most delicate of all subjects, to approach it 
with deliberation and care? And when they took into 
consideration the fact stated by experienced mem- 
bers on this floor, that this would be the first in- 
stance in which a bill, presented on leave, had gone 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union without reference to a standing cominittee, 
was not that an additional reason why they should 
send this bill, as they did others, to a standing com- 
mittee? He hoped it would receive this direction; 

and his object in his motion was to facilitate the pas- 
sage of the bill. 


Mr. EDWARD J. BLACK inquired of the gen- 
tleman from Maine, [Mr. Hamuin,] whether it was 
his purpose, after this bill had been made the order 
of the day for Monday, then to refer it to a stand- 
ing committee. 

Ir. Hamuin’s reply was not heard. 

Mr. E. J. BLACK said, if that was the zentleman’s 

urpose, he should vote against it. He was wil- 
ling to see the motion of the ‘gentleman from Vir- 
ginta [Mr. DromeGoo re] prevail; but that this bill 
should be made the order of the day for any par- 
ticular day, and then be referred to any committee, 
was a censure upon this House. It was saying that 
the Committee of the Whole had not as much cir- 
cumspection, caution, or patriotism in its proceed- 
ings as any standing committee of the Heuse. 
There was no man, who had been here any length 
of time, who did not know that, whenever they sent 
a bill to any of the standing committees, they con- 
signed it te the tomb of the Capulets. He hoped it 
would not besent to any oftheir standing commit- 
tees. If it were the bona fide intention of the House 
to pass this bill—isolated as it was,and of importance, 
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of the last importance, to the people of this country— 
he ag they would take it up in Committee of the 
Whole, and there discuss it, perfect it in its details, 
and pass it. He had every confidence in the Com- 
mittee of the Whole. He believed there was great- 
er wisdom and better counsel there than frequently 
prevailed in the chambers of their standing com- 
mittees—most particularly the Committee of Elec- 
tions. It was the very last committee in the Whole 
world to which he would refer any subject which he 
desired to see perfected and passed. He had watch- 
ed the course of that committee for some years. He 
did not mean to say that they were not an industrious, 
an intelligent, and a patriotic committee; but it was 
a committee always so encumbered with business 
that it was eter “a impossible for them to report 
any bill at an early period. The people whom he 
ce Rane eogpihens meant the whole people of Georgia, 
whom he represented, and not any particular dis- 
trict, [laughter]|—desired this bill to be passed. 
They were a people proud of their elective franchise 
—a people who desired to exercise that franchise 
within the limits of their own State. They desired 
no help from abroad; and he thought, as they had 
tested at the late election in Georgia, that they were 
able to sustain democratic measures without assist- 
ance from abroad. He hoped every State in the 
Union would be allowed to vote for electors for Pres- 
ident and Vice President on a particular day. He 
oer to be deeply interested in this bill; and he 
1oped,that the motion to refer it tothe Committee of 
the Whole, where they could amend it if it were 
not what it ought to be, would prevail. 


Mr. DUNCAN said, as he was determined the 
people should know where the blame for the pro- 
crastination and postponement of this bill rested, 
he should call the yeas and nays at every step. 
He cared not how ite a member might be, or 
how friendly to the bill, who advocated it. He said 
any other course than that proposed by the gentle- 
man from Virginia, [Mr. Dromcoo.e,] was calcu- 
lated to defeat the bill for this shortsession. He there- 
fore demanded the yeas and on the motion to post- 
pone. 

After some conversation upon a point of order 
by Messrs. ELMER, HAMLIN, WELLER, and 
the SPEAKER, 

Mr. ELMER modified his motion so as to post- 
pone the bill until Monday next (without making it 
the special order) and to print it. 

Mr. HAMLIN said he should vote cheerfully for 
this motion, and that with the same motive with 
which the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Duncan] op- 
posed it, and called the yeas and nays, viz: forthe 
purpose of advancing the progress of this bill as fast 
as possible. For this reason, and for no other, should 
he vote for the motion to postpone. 

The yeas and nays were ordered on the motion 
to postpone until Monday next, and to print; and, 
being taken, resulted—yeas 31, nays 146, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abbot. Adams, Baily, Baker, Barnard, 
William J. Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Burt, Garrett Davis, 
Dellet, Elmer, Giddings, Grinnell, Hannibal Hamlin, Hud- 
son, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Irvin, Perley B. Johnson, Daniel 
P. King, Mclivaine, Edward J. Morris, Freeman H. Morse, 
Paterson, Phoenix, Elisha R. Potter, Rockwell, Rodney, 
Severance ,Vinton, Williams, and Winthrop—31. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Arrington, Ashe, Atkinson, 
Barringer, Benton, Bidlack, Edward J. Black, James Black, 
James A. Black, Blackwell, Bower, Bowlin, Boyd, Brinker- 
hoff, Brodhead, Buftington, Burke, Caldwell, Carpenter, 
Jeremiah E. Cary, Carroll, Catlin, Reuben Chapman, Au- 


- gustus A. Chapman, Chilton, Clingman, Clinton, Cobb, 


Cranston, Dana, Daniel, John W. Davis, Dawson, Dean, 
Deberry, Dickey, Dillingham, Dromgooie, Duncan, Dunlap, 
Ellis, Farlee, Ficklin, Fish, Florence, Foot, French, Fuller, 
Goggin, Byram Green, Grider, Hale, Edward S. Hamlin, 
Hiammett, Haralson, Harper, Henley, Herrick, Holmes, 
Hoge. Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, Hubbell, Hughes, Hun- 
geriord, James B. Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jameson, 
Jenks, Cave Johnson, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, 
Preston King, Kirkpatrick, Labranche, Leonard, Lucas, 
Lumpkin, Lyon, McCauslen, McClelland, McClernand, 
McConnell, McDowell, McKay, Mathews, Joseph Morris, 
Isaac E. Morse, Moseley, Murphy, Nes, Newton, Nor- 
ris, Owen, Parmenter, Peyton, Vollock, Pratt, Preston, 
Purdy, Ramsey, Kathbun, David S. Reid, Reding, Relfe, 
Ritter, Robinson, Rogers, Russell, St. John, Sample, Saun- 
ders, Senter, Thomas H. Seymour, David L. Seymour, 
Simpson, Slidell, John T. Smith, Thomas Smith, Robert 
Smith, Steenrod, Stephens, Stetson, Andrew Stewart, John 
Stewart, Stiles, James W. Stone, Alfred P. Stone, Summers, 
Tayler, Thomasson, Thompson, Tibbatts, Tyler, Vance, 
Weller, Wentworth, Wheaton, John White, Benjamin 
Whit», Woodward, Joseph A. Wright,: Yancey, and Yost 
—146. 


So the motion of Mr. Eimer was rejected. 
The question then recurring on the motion of Mr. 


Dromcoo.e to refer the bill to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and to print it, 





Murphy, Parmenter, Pratt, St. John, Thomas H. 





was taken, and decided in the affirmative without 
division. 
So the motion of Mr. DroMGooLe was agreed to, 
DISTRICT BANKS. 


Mr. BURKE asked leave to offer the following 
resolution: 


Resolved, That a select committee of five members be g 
pointed to inquire whether the banks of the District of (9. 
umbia, or any of them, whose charters have expired, haye 

since the expiration of their respective charters, exercised 
any banking powers, or done any other business except to 
liquidate and close up their affairs; and whether the trustee 
or trustees, assignee or assignees, receiver or receivers, ay. 
pointed by or on behalf ofany of said banks, have, in the 
name of such bank or banks, or in the capacity of trustees 
assignees, or receivers, exercised any banking powers, o; 
done other business in the name or on the behalf of saiq 
banks, except to liquidate and close up their affairs; an4 
whether any deposites of the public money have been made 
in said banks, or cither of them, or in the hands of the trys. 
tee or trustees, assignee or assignees, receiver or receivers 
of said banks, by the treasurer or other officer of the Uniteg 
States since the expiration of their respective charters; ang 
whether said banks or theirtrustees, assignees, or receivers 
have, since the expiration of their respective charters, js. 
sued any certificates of deposite or any other instrument as 
a substitute for, or in place of, a circulating medium; anqd 
also to inquire into all other matters concerning said banks. 
not specified above; and that said committee have power to 
send for persons and papers. 


No objection being made, the resolution was re- 
ceived; and the question being taken, was decided 
in the affirmative without a division. 

So the resolution was adopted. 


ELECTION OF CHAPLAIN. 


Mr. HOLMES moved that the House now pro- 
ceed to the election of a chaplain, in conformity with 
the joint resolution of the two Houses in relation 
thereto. 

The motion was agreed to, and the following 
nominations were made: 

Mr. HALE nominated the Rev. Ed. E. Hale, of 
the Unitarian church. 

Mr. JOSEPH A. WRIGHT nominated the Rey. 
W.N. Daily, Methodist. 

Mr. PARMENTER nominated the Rev. Rodney 
A. Miller, Congregationalist. 

Mr. NES nominated the Rev. Dr. Muller, Luthe- 
ran. 

Mr. FRENCH nominated the Rev. Thomas J. 
Fisher, Baptist. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL nominated the Rev. 
Thomas G. Allen, Episcopal. 

Mr. HUBARD nominated the Rev. Isaac S. 
Tinsley, Baptist. 

The SPEAKER appointed Messrs. Parmenter, 
Hate, and Hen tey, tellers, who took the vote viva 
voce; and reported by Mr. Hate that the following 
was the result of the voting: 


Whole number of votes given.............. 18 
Necessary t0 & ChOiICE......cceeeccsecseee ned 
Of which Mr. Daily received................4] 
Mr. Tinaley .cccccccveccovecccrccvccsccccesdd 
Mr. Miller... Svevess vecdl 
Bie. BiGher. ccccscescvcccovccesvccvcccscesad 
Mr. Allen ..ccccccccccccecs 
Mr. Muller.. Vovnesssenecech6 
Die. Thaltss.ccncese casticcvescsonecevescccs eld 
The following is the vote: 


For Mr. Daily. 


Messrs. Atkinson, Bidlack, James Black, James 
A. Black, Bowlin, Brodhead, Milton Brown, Wil- 
liam J. Brown, Collamer, Cranston, Dana, John W. 
Davis, Dean, Dillingham, Ficklin, Giddings, E. 
S. Hamlin, Haralson, Henley, Hoge, A. Kennedy, 
McClelland, McKay, Mathews, Owen, Peyton, Pur- 
dy, Relfe, Rogers, Sample, Senter, Simpson, Albert 
Smith, Thomas Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Robert 
Smith, ‘Stephens, Tilden, Wentworth, Joseph A. 
Wright, and the Speaker. 


For Mr. Tinsley. 


Messrs. Baily, Blackwell, Reuben Chapman, 
Chilton, Cobb, Dawson, Elmer, Farlee, Goggin, 
Hammett, Holmes, Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, 
Irvin, A. Johnson, Labranche, Leonard, Lumpkin, 
Moseley, Newton, Patterson, David S. Reid, Reding, 
Steenrod, Summers, Taylor, Thompson, Wheaton, 
Woodward, Yancey, and Yost. 


For Mr. Miller. 

Messrs. Abbot, Anderson, Benton, Brinkerhoff, 
Catlin, Augustus A. Chapman, Clinton, Douglass, 
Dromgoole, Dunlap, Ellis, Byram Green, Hannibal 
Hamlin, Herrick, Hubbell, Hungerford, James B. 
Hunt, Preston King,.-McCauslen, Joseph Morris, 


kik cade caeeweeee 
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Seymour, David L. Seymour, Stetson, John Stew 
art, Alfred P. Stone, Benjamin White, and Wil- 
liams. 

For Mr. Fisher. 

Messrs. Arrington, Ashe, Bower, Boyd, Burt, 
Caldwell, Clingman, Garrett Davis, Deberry, Flor- 
ence, French, Grider, Hardin, Hughes, Jameson, 
Perley B. Johnson, McClernard, McConnell, Mc- 
Dowell, Rathbun, Saunders, Andrew Stewart, James 
W. Stone, Thomasson, Tibbatts, Vance, Vinton, 
and John White. 

For Mr. Allen. 


Messrs. Barnard, Buffington, Carpenter, J. E.Cary, 
Carroll, Daniel, Dickey, Fish, Fuller, Harper, C. 
J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Jenks, Mclivaine, 
Edward J. Morris, Rhett, Rodney, John T. Smith, 
Tyler, and William Wright. 


For Mr. Muller. 


Messrs. Adams, Barringer, J. Brown, Causin, Dar- 
eh, Duncan, Foot, Cave Johnson, Lucas, Marsh, 
Nes, Pollock, Preston, Ramsey, Russell, and Weth- 
ered. 
For Mr. Hale. 


Messrs. Baker, Edward J. Black, Burke, Grin- 
nell, Hale, Hudson, Daniel P. King, Kirkpatrick, 
Norris, Elisha R. Potter, Rockwell, Schenck, Sev- 
erance, and Winthrop. 

No one having received a majority of the votes 
given, no choice was made; and another vote was 
taken, and resulted thus: 


Wels FET OE PONG iainc. 96 ceccccccecccccel de 
Necessary to & ChOICE....eeeeeeececeeecees sO 
Of which Mr. Daily received..........+++++-61 
Mr. Tinsley... .cccccccccccvccccccccccccnsad 
Be NL LEE iced cieeale vice ot onde abeese cane? 
Mr. Fisher......- 
a | 
Dit RE cine he t0ehdby Bence ws 
Dt aids Rann adad «40 So ese ew Swe een daet 
The following is the vote: 


For Mr. Daily. 


Messrs. Atkinson, Benton, Bidlack, James Black, 
James A. Black, Bowlin, Brodhead, William J. 
Brown, Buffington, Jeremiah E. Cary, Catlin, Col- 
lamer, Cranston, Dana, John W. Davis, Dean, De- 
berry, Dillingham, Douglass, Dunlap, Elmer, Fick- 
lin, Giddings, Byram Green, Edward S. Hamlin, 
Haralson, Hardin, Harper, Henley, Herrick, Hoge, 
Jenks, Cave Johnson, George W. Jones, Andrew 
Kennedy, Daniel P. King, McClelland, McCler- 
nand, McDowell, Marsh, Mathews, Owen, Peyton, 
Purdy, Rathbun, Relfe, Rockwell, Rogers, Sample, 
Saunders, Senter, Thomas H. Seymour, Simpson, 
Albert Smith, Thomas Smith, Caleb B. Smith, 
Robert Smith, Alfred P. Stone, Tilden, Wentworth, 
and Joseph A. Wright. 

For Mr. Tinsley. 

Messrs. Baily, Blackwell, Burt, Carpenter, Reu- 
ben Chapman, Chilton, Cobb, Dawson, Farlee, 
Hammett, Holmes, Hubard, Hudson, Kirkpatrick, 
Leonard, Lumpkin, Moseley, Newton, David S. 
Reid, Stiles, Taylor, Thompson, Wheaton, Wood- 
ward, William Wright, Yancey, and Yost. 

For Mr. Fisher. 

Messrs. Arrington, Ashe, Bower, Boyd, Cald- 
well, Clingman, Garrett Davis, Florence, French, 
Grider, Hughes, Jameson, Perley B. Johnson, Mc- 
Kay, Pollock, Schenck, Severance, Slidell, Ste- 
panes James W. Stone, Thomasson, Tibbatts, 

ance, and John White. 

‘or Mr. Miller. 

Messrs Abbot, Brinkérhoff, Augustus A. Chap- 
man, Clinton, Dromgoole, Hannibal Hamlin, Hop- 
kins, Hubbell, Hungerford, James B. Hunt, Pres- 
ton King, McCauslen, McConnell, Joseph Morris, 
ee Norris, Parmenter, Paterson, Pratt, Red- 
ing, St. John, David L. Seymour, Steenrod, Stet- 
son, John Stewart, Benjamin White, and Williams. 

For Mr. Muller. 


Messrs. Barringer, Causin, Duncan, Foot, Rus- 
sell, Vinton, and Wethered. 


For Mr. Hale. 
Messrs. Adams, Edward J. Black, Burke, Grin- 
nell, Hale, Elisha R. Potter, and Winthrop. 
For Mr. Allen. e 
Messrs. Barnard, Jeremiah Brown, Carroll, Dan- 
iel, Darragh, Dickey, Fish, Fuller, Charles J. Inger- 
soll, J. R. ingersoll, Irvin, McIlvaine, Edward J. 
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Morris, Preston, Rhett, Rodney, John T. Smith, 
Summers, and Tyler. 


No choice having been made, the House proceed- 
ed to another-vote; which resulted as follows: 


Whole number of votes... .. bess bp eenaeksteee 


Necessary to a choice.. .....cccccccccccce SM 
Of which Mr. Daily received............ -+- 104 
Bs, PRG 564s 6 ved eli ces ewes sive aden 14 
es PSG eke 6dgdseesesees ev eeeue cocceellG 
et, eee ovcenes svepencneesianene 25 
PE EGS 5 CK RRS e wesisuceecesebedoess rwes® 
ee eee pabsedebde veces es l 


So the Rev. Mr. Daily was declared to be duly 
elected as chaplain on the part of the House. 
The followirg is the vote: 


For Mr. Daily. 


Messrs. Abbot, Adams, Ashe, Atkinson, Barrin- 
er, Benton, Bidlack, James Black, James A. Black, 
owlin, Brinkerhoff, Brodhead, William J. Brown, 

Carpenter, J. E. Cary, Carroll, Catlin, Causin, Cling- 
man, Clinton, Collamer, Cranston, Dana, J. W. Da- 
vis, Deberry, Dickey, Dillingham, Douglass, Drom- 
goole, Duncan, Dunlap, Ellis, Elmer, Farlee, Fick- 
lin, Foot, Giddings, B. Green, Grinnell, E.S. Ham- 
lin, Hammett, Haralson, Henley, Herrick, Hoge, 
Hubbell, Hungerford, James B. Hunt, Irvin, Jame- 
son, Jenks, Cave Johnson, G. W. Jones, Andrew 
Kennedy, Preston King, Daniel P. King, Kirkpat- 
rick, Leonard, Lucas, McClelland, McClernand, 
McConnell, McDowell, McIlvaine, Mathews, Jo- 
seph Morris, Murphy, Newton, Owen, Payne, Pey- 
ton, Pollock, Ehsha R. Potter, Purdy, Reding, 
Relfe, Ritter, Rockwell, Rogers, io St. John, 
Sample, Saunders, Senter, Thomas H. Seymour, 
Simpson, John T. Smith, Thomas Smith, Caleb B. 
Smith, Robert Smith, Stetson, Andrew Stewart, 
John Stewart, Stone, Summers, Jacob Thompson, 
Tilden, Vance, Wentworth, Wheaton, Williams, 
Winthrop, Woodward, and Joseph A. Wright. 
For Mr. Tinsley. 

Messrs. Edward J. Black, Burt, Reuben Chap- 
man, Cobb, Dawson, Goggin, Holmes, Hubard, 
Lumpkin, Moseley, David 8S. Reid, Stiles, Yancey, 
and Yost. 

For Mr. Fisher. 

Messrs. Arrington, Bower, Boyd, Jeremiah 
Browr.,, Buffington, Caldwell, Chilton, Daniel, 
Garrett Davis, Fish, Florence, French, Harper, 
Perley B. Johnson, Edward Joy Morris, Ramsey, 
Rodney, Schenck, Stephens, James W. Stone, 
Thompson, Tibbatts, Tyler, John White, and Wil- 
liam Wright. 

For Mr. Miller. 

Messrs. Baily, Blackwell, Burke, Augustus A. 
Chapman, Hannibal Hamlin, Hopkins, Hughes, 
Andrew Johnson, McCauslen, Norris, Parmenter, 
Pratt, David L. Seymour, Steenrod, Taylor, and 
Benjamin White. 

For Mr. Allen. 

Messrs. Barnard, Dellet, Joseph R. Ingersoll, 
Preston, and Vance. 

For Mr. Muller. 
Mr. Wethered. 


The House then adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, December 5, 1844. 


Mr. WALKER, in addition to those senators here- 
tofore announced, — in his seat to-day. 

Mr. WOODBURY presented the petition of 
Thomas D. Morrison, praying a change in the pen- 
sion laws; which was ordered to lie on the table un- 
til the committees are appointed. — 

The following resolution, submitted by Mr. Ben- 
TON yesterday, was taken up and agreed to, viz: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to communicate to the Senate a copy of all the 
proceedings in the case of the inquiry into the official con- 
duct of Silas Reid, esq., principal surveyor of Missouri and 
Illinois, so as to show a full view of all the complaints 
against him, and of all the evidence taken in relation 
thereto, and the decision of the President thereupon. 


The CHAIR stated that the standing committees 


* would be announced on Monday, in accordance with 


the usual practice. 

Mr. SEMPLE gave notice that he would to-mor- 
row ask leave to introduce a bill to extend the Cam- 
berland road to the city of Alton; and a bill grant- 
ing an additional quantity of land to aid in the con- 
struction of the Illinois and Miehigan canal. 


Il 


Mr. BAYARD gave notice that he would to-mor- 
row ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief of the 
heirs of Robert Fulton. 

Mr. HENDERSON gave notice that he would 
to-morrow ask leave to introduce a bill to confirm 
the survey and location of lands in the State of 
Mississippi, east of Pearl river, and south of the 31st 
degree of north latitude. 

r. CRITTENDEN, on leave, introduced a bill 
to change the time of holding the federal courts in 
the State of Kentucky, which was read, and ordered 
to read a second time on Monday next. 

Mr. BAYARD gave notice that he would to- 
morrow ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief of 
Mark Simpson. 

On motion by EVANS, it was ordered that when 
the Senate adjourn, it adjourn to meet on Monday 
next. 

Mr. WHITE, on leave, introduced the followia 
bills; which were read, and ordered to a secon 





’ reading, viz. 


A bill for the continuation of the Cumberland 
road in the States of Ohio, Indiana, and Mlinois; and 

A bill granting certain lands to the State of In- 
diana, the better to enable said State to extend the 
Wabash and Erie canal to Cairo, on the Ohio river. 

Mr. EVANS, on leave, introduced a joint resolu- 
tion in favor of David Shaw and Solomon Corser; 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

On motion by Mr. HENDERSON, leave was 
granted to withdraw from the files of the Senate the 
petition of Henry De La Francia. 

Mr. WOODBBIDGE gave notice that he would 
to-morrow ask leave to introduce a bill for the im- 
wrovement of the navigation of the straits between 

kes Erie and Huron, and fog other purposes. 

On motion, the Senate then adjourned. till Mon- 
day next. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, December 5, 1844. 
The journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
NOTICES OF BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. FRENCH gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave hereafter to introduce “A bill to construct 
the marine hospitals upon the western waters, upon 
the sites heretofore purchased by the government, 
and for other purposes.” 

Mr. J. B. HUNT gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce ‘‘A bill to amend an act enti- 
tled ‘An act to establish the northern boundary line 
of the State of Ohio, and to provide for the admis- 
sion of the State of Michigan into the Union upon 
the conditions therein expressed,’ approved June 
15, 1836.” 

Mr. J. B. HUNT gave like notice of ‘‘A bill au- 
thorizing the opening of a canal around the falls of 
St. Mary’s, at the outlet of Lake Superior.” 

Mr. A JOHNSON gave like notice of “A bill 
authorizing the Commissioner of Pensions to 
place the name of Jeremiah Simmons, of Green 
county, Tennessee, upon the pension roll of invalid 
pensioners.” 

Mr. LYON gave notice that he would on to- 
morrow, or some subsequent day, ask leave to in- 
troduce “A bill to apply certain alternate sections of 
the public domain towards the completion of works 
of internal improvement in the State of Michigan, 
and for other purposes. 

Also, “A bil to give the consent of Congress to the 
sale, or other disposition of certain salt-spring lends 
heretofore granted to the State of Michigan.” 

Mr. HOPKINS gave like notice of “A bill for 
the relief of Joseph Ramsey, of Wythe county, 
Virginia.” 

Mr. McCLELLAND gave like notice of “A 
bill for the relief of Jeremiah Moores.” 

Mr. BARRINGER submitted the following reso- 
lution, and it was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be requested 
to present to this House an estimate of the cost of again 
placing the branch mint at Charlotte, North Carolina, ina 
condition for resuming its operations. 

Mr. HAMLIN obtained leave to withdraw from 
the files of the House all papers and documents in 
relation to the claim of Samuel Hatton. 


RHODE ISLAND AFFAIRS, : 

Mr. STEENROD submitted the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That ten thousand extra copies of the report of 
the committee on the memorial of sundry members of the 
Legislature of Rhode Island be printed for the use of this 
House. 
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The SPEAKER informed the mover that the res- 
olution could only be received at this time by gen- 
eral consent. 

Mr. CAUSIN objected to its reception. 

Mr. STEENROD moved a suspension of the 
rules for the reception of the resolution. 

Mr. J. P. KENNEDY called for the yeas and 
nays thereon, and they were ordered; and, being 
taken, resulted thus—yeas 92, nays 75, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Arrington, Atkinson, Benton, Bidlack, 
James Black, James A Black, Bowlin, Boyd, Brinkerhoff, 

rodhead, Aaron V. Brown, William J. Brown, Burke, 
Caldwell, Catlin, Reuben Chapman, Augustus A. Chapman, 
Clinton, Cobb, Cranston, Dana, Daniel, John W. Davis, 
Dean, Diliingham, Douglass, Dromgoole, Duncan, Dunlap, 
Farlee, Ficklin, French, Fuller, Byram Green, Hale, Hanni- 
bal Hamlin, Herrick, Hoge, oo Honston, Hubbell, 
James B. Hunt, Jameson, Cave Johnson, Andrew Johnson, 
George W. Jones, Andrew Kennedy, Preston King, Leon- 
ard, Lucas, Lyon, McCauslen, McClelland, McDowell, Mc- 
Kay, Mathews, Joseph Morris, Murphy, Norris, Owen, Par- 
menter, Payne, Pettit, Pratt, Rathbun, David S. Reid, Red- 
ing, Relfe, Ritter, Roberts, Robinson, Russell, Saunders, 
Thomas H. Seymour, David L. Seymour, Thomas Smith, 
Robert Smith, Steenrod, John Stewart, James W. Stone, 
Alfred P. Stone, Strong, Taylor, Thompson, Tibbatts, Wel- 
ler, Wentworth, Wheaton, Benjamin White, Williams, 
Joseph A. Wright, and Yost—92. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbot, Adams, Ashe, Baker, Barringer, 
Barnard, Edward J. Black, Milton Brown, Bullington, Burt, 
Carroll, Causin, Clingman, Collamer, Darragh, Garrett Da- 
vis, Deberry, Dellet, Fish, Florence, Foot, Giddings, Grin- 
nell, Grider, Edward 8. Hamlin, Haralson, Hardin, Harper, 
Holmes, Hubard, Hudson, Hughes, Irvin, Jenks, Perley B. 
Johnson, John P. Kennedy, Daniel P. King, McConnell, 
Mcl)vaine, Marsh, E. J. Morris, F. H. Morse, Moseley, Nes, 
Newton, Patterson, Peyton, Phoenix, Pollock, Elisha R. Pot- 
ter, Preston, Ramsey, Rockwell, Rogers, Sample, Schenck, 
Severance, Albert Smith, John T. Smith, Caleb B. Smith, 
Spence, Stephens, Andrgw Stewart, Stiles, Summers, Thom- 
asson, Tilden, Tyler, Vance, Vinton, Wethered, John 
White, Winthrop, Woodward, and Yancey —75. 


So there not being two-thirds in the affirmative, 
the rules were not suspended, and the resolution lies 
over. 

On motion by Mr. DROMGOOLE, 


Ordered, That when the House adjourns to-day, it adjourn 
over to Monday next. 


Mr. THOMPSON offered the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That all petitions and memorials presented to 
this House at the last session of Congress, and referred to 
the several standing committees, on which no report was 
made, or in relation to which bills were reported which 
were lost in either House, may be again referred to the 
same committees, at the pleasure of the members by whom 
they were respectively presented, on being handed, or a list 
thereof presented, to the Clerk. 

Mr. BARNARD gave notice that he would to- 
morrow, or on some subsequent day, ask leave to 
introduce a bill making appropriations for the im- 
provement of the navigntion of the Hudson river 
near or. 

Mr. ROBERT SMITH gave notice that he would 
to-morrow, or some gore ere day, ask leave to 
bring in a bill for the relief of William McCauley; 
also a bill for the relief of Isaac Barber. 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, Dec. 9, 1844. 


Messrs. Breese, Ancuer,and Moreneap, in ad- 
dition to those senators heretofore announced, ap- 

red in their seats to-day. 

Mr. BREESE presented the credentials of the 
Hon. Henry A. Foster, appointed 4 the governor 
of New York a senator from that State to fill the 
vacancy occasioned by the resignation of the Hon. 
Silas Wright. Also, the credentials of the Hon. 
Danrex S. Dickinson, appointed by the governor of 
New York a senator from that State to fill the va- 
cancy occasioned by the resignation of the Hon. 
Nathaniel P. Tallmadge. 

The credentials having been read, the senators 
were qualified. 

The CHAIR announced to the Senate the follow- 
ing standing committees, viz: 

On Foreign Relations.—Mr. Archer, chairman. 
Messrs. Berrien, Buchanan, Morehead, and Choate. 

On Finance.—Mr. Evans, chairman. Messrs. 
Crittenden, McDuffie, Huntington, and Woodbury. 

On Commerce.—Mr. Huntington, chairman. 
Messrs. Barrow, Woodbridge, Heywood, and Fos- 
ter of New York. 

On Manufactures——Mr. Simmons, chairman. 
Messrs, Archer, Miller, Buchanan, and Upham. 
“On Agriculture —Mr. Upham, chairman. Messrs. 


Bates, Sturgeon, Semple, and Atchison. 


On Military Affairs—Mr. Crittenden, chairman. 
Messrs. Benton, Barrow, Foster of Tennessee, and 


Ashley. 
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On the Militia.—Mr. Barrow, chairman. Messrs. 
Ashley, Semple, Fairfield, and Atchison. 

On Naval Affairs.—Mr. Bayard, chairman. Messrs. 
Pearce, Huger, Johnson, and Dickinson. 

On Public Lands.—Mr. Woodbridge, chairman. 
Messrs. Phelps, Walker, Jarnagin, and Morehead. 

On Private Land Claims.—Mr. Henderson, chair- 
man. Messrs. Breese, Pearce, Tappan, and Col- 

uitt. 

’ On Indian Affairs. —Mr. White, chairman. Messrs. 
Johnson, Sevier, Phelps, and Benton. 

On Claims.—Mr. Foster of Tennessee, chairman. 
Messrs. Dayton, Woodbury, Phelps, and Hay- 
wood. 

On Revolutionary Claims.—Mr. Jarnagin, chair- 
man. Messrs. Clayton, Francis, Colquitt, and 
Hannegan. 

On the Judiciary.—Mr. Berrien, chairman. Messrs. 
Clayton, Dayton, Huger, and Walker. 

On the Post Office and Post Roads.—Mr. Merrick, 
chairman. Messrs. Simmons, Jarnagin, Niles, and 
Atchinson. 

On Roads and Canals.—Mr. Porter, chairman. 
Messrs. White, Lewis, Breese, and Sturgeon. 

On Pensions—Mr. Bates, chairman. Messrs. 
Sevier, Atherton, Foster, of N. Y., and Evans. 

On the District of Columbia.—Mr. Miller, chair- 
= Mr. Bayard, Woodbury, Merrick, and Sem- 
ole. 

; On Patents and the Patent Office—Mr. Phelps, 
chairman. Messrs. Porter, Bates, Sturgeon, and 
Atherton. 

On Retrenchment—Mr. Morehead, chairman. 
Messrs. Lewis, Miller, Huntington, and Fairfield. 

On Territories.—Mr. Bagby, chairman. Messrs. 
Evans, McDuffie, Clayton, and Francis. 

On the Public Buildings.—Mr. Dayton, chairman. 
Messrs. Breese and Bagby.' 

To Audit and Control the Contingent Expenses of the 
Senate—Mr. Tappan, chairman. Messrs. White 
and Porter. 

On Printing. —Mr. Simmons, chairman. Messrs. 
Fairfield and Upham. 

On Engrossed Bills—Mr. Francis, chairman. 
Messrs. Bagby and Atherton. 

Joint Committee on the Library of Congress.—Mr. 
Choate, chairman. Messrs. Tappan and Pierce. 

On Enrolled Bills —Messrs. Hannegan and Dick- 
inson. 

The CHAIR laid before the Senate a communi- 
cation from the State Department, accompanied by 
statements, showing the manner in which the con- 
tingent and other funds under the management of 
that department have been disbursed. 

"4 motion by Mr. EVANS, ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Also, a communication from the War Depart- 
ment, transmitting, in compliance with a resolution 
of the Senate of the 14th February last, information 
connected with the stranding of the ship Charles 
Wharton; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. TAPPAN remarked that, in the Territory 
of lowa, which numbered a population of 83,000, 
delegates had been chosen to a convention to form a 
constitution for a State government, and to ask for 
admission into the Union of the States. He had 
the honor of presenting to the Senate the constitu- 
tion formed by that convention, which he asked to 
have printed and referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. Action was taken accordingly. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from 
the board of trade of Philadelphia, asking that the 
piers at Fort Penn may be put in repair by the gov- 
ernment of the United States; and that the new 
light-house on Brandywine shoals, partially con- 
structed, may be completed by an appropriation 
from Congress. 

Mr. B. remarked, as it was also set forth in the 
petition, that whilst liberal appropriations have been 
made by Congress for promoting commerce on other 
— on the seaboard, Philadelphia had been neg- 
ected. 

Mr. B. also presented a similar memorial, signed 
by citizens of the city and county of Philadelphia, 
and the State of Delaware. They were severally 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. EVANS presented a petition from Smith 
Cram, of Montville, Maine, a soldier of the army of 
the revolution, praying fora pension: referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

On motion by Mr. EVANS, the petition and pa- 
pers of James Duffy were ordered to be taken from 


the files and referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. FAIRFIELD, the petition of 
Noah Miller was ordered to be taken from the files 
and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


Mr. BAGBY presented the petition of Dr. Alber; 
A. Miller, son and only heir of Albert A. Miller 
aid-de-camp and brigade-major to Gen. Marion in 
the army of the revolution; which was referred to 
the Committee on Claims. 

On motion by Mr. BAGBY, it was ordered that 
the petition of Stephen Steele and James Danie| 
concerning the relinquishment of the reversionary 
interest of the United States in a certain Indian re;. 
ervation, be taken from the files and referred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims. 


On motion by Mr. BAGBY, the petition of 
Jameson and Williamson was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

On motion by Mr. RIVES, the petition of Lucy 
Roberts, the widow of John Roberts, praying for a 
pension, was ordered to be taken from the files and 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

On motion by Mr. HENDERSON, it was order- 
ed that the memorial of the heirs of William Fisher 
be taken from the files and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Private Land Claims. 

On motion by Mr. BUCHANAN, leave wags 
granted to withdraw from the files the papers in the 
case of Joshua Shaw. 

Mr. HANNEGAN presented the credentials of 
the Hon. Davin R. Arcuison, (heretofore appoint- 
ed by the governor,) elected by the legislature of 
Missouria senator from that State to fill the vacan- 
. occasioned by the death of the Hon. Lewis F. 

inn. 

The credentials were read, and he was qualified. 

On motion by Mr. DICKINSON, it was ordered 
that the memorial and other papers of Elizabeth 
Fitch be taken from the files and referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. WOODBURY prssented a petition from 
Jane Clark, praying fora pension; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

The papers of Thomas D. Morrison, heretofore 
presented by Mr. Woopzury, were referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 


POSTAGE REFORM. 


Mr. MERRICK gave notice that he would to- 
morrow ask leave to introduce a bill to reduce the 
rates of postage and to abolish the franking privi- 
lege. 


REANNEXATION OF TEXAS. 


Mr. McDUFFIE gave notice that he would to- 
morrow ask leave to introduce a joint resolution for 
the reannexation of Texas to the United States. 

Mr. RIVES submitted the following resolution, 
which, under the rule, lies one day on the table, 
viz: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to communi- 
cate to the Senate, if not incompatible with the public inter- 
est to do so, any further correspondence which may have 
taken place between the minister of the United States to 
Mexico and the government of the republic, as well as any 
communication which may have been received from the 


minister of later date than those transmitted with the mes- 
sage of the 3d instant. 


Mr. HENDERSON, on leave, introduced a bill 
to confirm the survey and location of lands in the 
State of Mississippi, east of Pearl river, and south 
of the 31st degree of north latitude; which was read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. WHITE, on leave, introduced a bill for the 
relief of the legal representatives of Joshua Kenne- 
dy; which was read twice, and, with his petition 
(which was ordered to be taken from the files) re- 
ferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


WAREHOUSING SYSTEM. 
On motion by Mr. WOODBURY, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of establishing a more ex- 
tensive system of warehousing, with leave to report by bill 
or otherwise. 


The bill to change the time of holding the federal 

courts in the State of Kentucky was read the second 
time, and referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 
The bill for the continuation of the Cumberland 
road in the Stes of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, 
was read the second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Roads and Canals. 

The bill granting certain lands to the State of in- 
diana, the better to enable said State to complete the 
Wabash and Erie canal from Terre Haute to the 
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Ohio river, was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

The joint resolution in favor of David Shaw and 
Solomon Corser was read the second time, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 

8. 
Rote BAYARD, on leave, introduced a bill for the 
relief of the heirs of Robert Fulton; which was 
read twice, and referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. é 

Also introduced a bill for the relief of Mark 
Simpson; which was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. ATHERTON, on leave, introduced a bill for 
the settlement of the claims of New Hampshire 
against the United States; which was read twice, 
and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


Mr. BAYARD gave notice that he would to- 
morrow ask leave to introduce bills for the relief of 
certain contractors with the government; for the 
settlement of the controversy about the title to the 
Pea Patch island; to regulate the naval pension sys- 
tem; to regulate furloughs in the naval service; and 
in relation to the establishment of naval schools. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON gave notice that he would 
to-morrow ask leave to introduce a bill regulating 
the appointment of the assistants to the Postmaster 
General. 

On motion of Mr. UPHAM, 

The Senate then adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, December 9, 1844. 


The following members, not heretofore announced, 
have appeared, and taken their seats: 


From Maryland—Tuomas A. Spence. 
Virginia—W ater Co.es. 
Tennessee—Aaron V. Brown. 
Mississippi—Rosert W. Roserrs. 
Maine—Sueruern Cary. 
Connecticut—Samvet Simons. 

New York—R. D. Davis, and WasnincTon 
Hunt. 

New Jersey—Georce SyKEs. 

Pennsylvania—Henry D. Foster. 

Georgia—Duncan L. Cuincu and A. H. 
CHAPPELL. 

Kentucky— Wiis Green. 

Tennessee—ALvAN CuLLoM. 

Ohio—E. D. Porrer, J. 1. Vanmerer, and 
D. R. Titpen. 

Territory of Florida—Daviw Levy. 

The following was announced as the committee 
appointed in pursuance of Mr. Burke’s resolution 
in relaton to the banks of the District of Columbia: 
Messrs. Burke, Preston Kine, Fickwiy, Joun P. 
Kewnnepy, and Rock we... 


The following were announced as the standing 
committees appointed to serve during the present 
session: 


Committee of Elections—Messrs. Lucius Q. C. El- 
mer, N. J.; A. A. Chapman, Va.; Willoughby 
Newton, Va.; Hannibal Hamlin, Me.; Chesselden 
Ellis, N. Y.; Stephen A. Douglass, Ill.; Garrett Da- 
vis, Ky.; Robert C. Schenck, Ohio; and Aaron Y. 
Brewn, Tenn. 


Committee of Ways and Means—Messrs. James J. 
McKay, N. C.; George C. Dromgoole, Va.; Joseph 
R. Ingersoll, Pa.; John B. Weller, Ohio; Absalom 
H. Chappell, Ga.; Daniel D. Barnard, N. Y.; Moses 
Norris, jr., N. H.; George Rathbun, N. Y.; and 
Garrett Davis, Ky. 

Committee of Claims—Messrs. Joseph Vance, 
Ohio; Thomas Smith, Ind.; Willis Green, Ky.; An- 
drew Johnson, Tenn.; James B. Bowlin, Mo.; Wil- 
liam P. Thomasson, Ky.; Selah B. Strong, N. Y.; 
Shepherd Carey, Me.; and A. Ramsey, Pa. 


Committee on Commerce—Messrs. I. E. Holmes, 
S. C.; Robert P. Dunlap, Me.; J. Phillips Phenix, 
N. Y.; Preston King, N. Y.; Henry Williams, 
Mass.; John P. Kennedy, Md.; Alcee Labranche, 
La.; Robert McClelland, Mich.; and Edward Joy 
Morris, Pa. 


Committee on Public Lands--Messrs. John W. 
Davis, Ind ; Linn Boyd, My.; Washington Hunt, 
N. Y.; Edmund W. Hubard, Va.; George S. Hous- 
ton, Ala.; Thomas L. Clingman, N. C.; John Jame- 
son, Mo.; John A. McClernand, Ill.; and Thomas J. 
Paterson, N. Y. ; 


Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads— 
Messrs. George W. Hopkins, Va.; Andrew Kenne- 
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dy, Ind.; Joseph Grinnell, Mass.; William H. Stiles, 
+, John J. Hardin, Ill; Amasa Dana, N. Y.; 
David S. Reid, N. C.; James H. Relfe, Mo.; and 
Richard H. Jenks, Pa. 

Committee for the District ef Columbia—Messrs. 
Lemue! Stetson, N, Y.; John P. Hale, N. H.; Geo. 
W. Jones, Tenn.; Andrew Stewart, Pa.; Alexander 
H. Stephens, Ga.; William C. McCauslen, Ohio; 
Samuel Chilton, Va.;Gustavus M. Bower, Mo.; and 
James M.S. Causin, Md. 


Committee on the Judiciary—Messrs. Romulus M. 
Saunders, N. C.; Richard French, Ky.; Paul Dil- 
lingham, jr., Vt.; Armistead Burt, S.C.; Samuel F. 
Vinton, Ohio; John Pettit, Ind.; George W. Sum- 
mers, Va.; Stephen A. Douglass, Ill.; and Richard 
Brodhead, Pa. 


Committee on Revolutionary Claims—Messrs. Rich- 
ard D. Davis, N. Y.; William Lucas, Va.; Daniel 
P. King, Mass.; James W. Stone, Ky.; Robert 
Smith, Ill.; John Dickey, Pa.; Benjamin White, 
Me.; William T. Senter, Tenn.;-and Jacob A. Pres- 
ton, Md. 


Committee on Public Expenditures—Messrs. James 
G. Clinton, N. Y.; James Mathews, Ohio.; William 
Wright, N.J.; George Fuller, Pa., Smith M. Purdy, 
N. Y.; Henry Grider, Ky.; George Sykes, N. J.; 
Perley B. Johnson, Oh®@,; and Jacob S. Yost, Pa. 

Committee on Private Land Claims—Messrs. John 
Slidell, La.; George S. Catlin, Con.; James Dellet, 
Ala ; William J. Brown, Ind.; Jeremiah E. Cary, 
N. Y.; Elisha R. Potter, R. L.; William L. Yancey; 
Ala.; Luther Severance, Me.; and Charles Rogers, 


Committee on Manufactures—Messrs. John Quincy 
Adams, Mass.; Jacob Collamer, Vt.; Joseph A. 
Woodward, 8. C.; Charles Hudson, Mass.; John 
H. Lumpkin, Ga.; Cornelius Darragh, Pa.; John P. 
Hale, N.H.; William A. Mosely, N. Y.; and Henry 
Y. Cranston, R. I. 


Committee on Agriculture—Messrs. Edmund De- 
berry, N.C.; Isaac G. Farlee, N. J.; Henry St. 
John, Ohio; Jeremiah Brown, Pa.; Byram Green, 
N. Y.; Samuel Hays, Pa.; Thomas J. Henley, Ind.; 
Elias Florence, Ohio; and John Dickey, Pa. 


Committee on Indian Affairs—Messrs. Cave John- 
son, Tenn.; Jacob Thompson, Miss.; Solomon Foot, 
Vt.; Benj. A. Bidlack, Pa.; James B. Hunt, Mich.; 
Osmyn Baker, Mass.; Charles S. Benton, N. Y.; 
James M. Hughes, Mo.; and John I. Vanmeter, 
Ohio. 


Committee on Military Affairs—Messrs. Hugh A. 
Haralson, Ga.; Walter Coles, Va.; James Irvin, 
Pa.; James A. Black, S. C.; Felix G. McConnell, 
Ala.; Duncan L. Linch, Ga.; Joseph J. McDowell, 
Ohio; Thomas H. Seymour, Ct.; and Hamilton 
Fish, N. Y. 


Committee on the Militia—Messrs. Ezra Dean, 
Ohio; John W. Tibbats, Ky.; William A. Moseley, 
N. Y.; Gustavus M. Bower, Mo.; Edmund W. 
Hubard, Va.; Solomon Foot, Vt.; Samuel Hays, 
Pa.; Lucius Lyon, Mich.; and Edward S. Hamlin, 
Ohio. 


Committee on Naval Affairs—Messrs. William Par- 
menter, Mass.; Henry C. Murphy, N. Y.; Daniel 
M. Barringer, N. C.; Reuben Chapman, Ala.; Rich- 
ard F. Simpson, 8. C.; Joseph H. Peyton, Tenn.; 
John Stewart, Ct.; Archibald Atkinson, Va.; and 
George P. Marsh, Vt. 


Committee on Foreign Affairs—Messrs. Charles J. 
Ingersoll, Pa.; R. Barnwell Rhett, 8S. C.; John 
White, Ky.; John B. Dawson, La.; Williom H. 
Hammett, Miss.; Samuel C. Sample, Ind.; Thomas 
H. Baily, Va.; Robert C. Winthrop, Mass.; and 
Chesselden Ellis, N. Y. 


Committee on the Territories—Messrs. Aaron V. 
Brown, Tenn.; Alexander Duncan, Ohio; William 
L. Goggin, Va.; John R. J. Daniel, N. C.; William 
W. Payne, Ala.; Asher Tyler, N. Y.; John Went- 
worth, Ill.; Edward J. Black, Ga.; and James Pol- 
lock, Pa. 


Committee on Revolutionary Pensions—Messrs. 
David L. Seymour, N. Y.; Joseph A. Wright, Ia.; 
Milton Brown, Tenn.; Joseph P. Hoge, Ill.; Orville 
Robinson, N. Y.; Emery D. Potter, Ohio; Joshua 
R. Giddings, Ohio; Joshua Herrick, Maine; and 
Luther Severance, Maine. 


Committee on Invalid Pensions—Messrs. Jacob 
Brinkerhoff, Ohio; Jeremiah Russell, N. Y.; John 
B. Ashe, Tenn.; Joseph Morris, Ohio; John W. 
Tibbatts, Ky.; Albert Smith, N, Y.; Henry Nes, 


i3 
aa Alvan Cullom, Tenn.; and Thomas A. Spence, 


Committee on Roads and Canals—Mesars. Robert 
Dale Owen, Ia.; Lewis Steenrod, Va.; Charles H. 
Carroll, N. Y.; John R. Reding, N. H.; Orlando B. 
Ficklin, Ill; Willoughby Newton, Va.; Moses G. 
Leonard, N. Y,; Robert W. Roberts, Miss.; John 
Wethered, Md. 


Committee on Patents—Messrs. Thomas J. Hen- 
ley, la.; Julius Rockwell, Mass.; James Black, Pa.; 
Jeremiah Russell, N. Y.; and George B. Rodney, 
Del. 


Committee on Public Buildings and Grownds— 
Messrs. Zadock Pratt, N. Y.; Henry D. Foster, 
Pa.; Amos Abbott, Mass.; George W. Jones, Tenn.; 
and Levi D. Carpenter, N. Y. 


Committee on Revisal and Unfinished Business— 
Measrs. Littleton Kirkpatrick, N. J.; Caleb B. 
Smith, Ia.; William S. Hubbell, N. Y.; Joseph 
Buffington, Pa.; and Isaac E. Morse, La. 


Committee on Accounts—Messrs. William Taylor, 
Va.; Orville Hungerford, N. Y.; George B. Rodney, 
Alfred P. Stone, Ohio; and Jacob A. Preston, 
avid. 


Committee on Mileage—Messrs. Howell Cobb, 
Ga.; Horace Wheaton, N. Y.; Perley B. Johnson, 
—— John Ritter, Pa.; and Freeman H. Morse, 
ivie. 

Committee on Engraving —Messrs. Samuel Simons, 
Conn.; Horace Wheaton, N. Y.; and Thomas A. 
Spence, Md. 


The following committees, appointed at the Ist 
session, stand through the Congress: 


Committee on Expenditures in the State Department 
—Messrs. Charles Rogers, N°Y.:Julius W Black- 
well, Tenn.; John T. Smith, Pa.; Willis Green, 
Ky.; and William Wright, N. J. 


Committee on Expenditures in the Treqsury Depart- 
ment—Messrs. George A. Caldwell, Ky.; Jacob 8. 
Yost, Pa.; Daniel R. Tilden, Ohio; Joseph H. An- 
derson, N. Y.; and Joseph B. Ashe, Tenn. 

Commitlee on Expenditures in the War Departmint 
—Messrs. Abraham R. Mclivaine, Pa.; Andrew 
Kennedy, Ia.; Archibald H. Arrington, N. C.; Hen- 
ry Grider, Ky.; and Andrew Johnson, Tenn. 


Committee on Expenditures in the Navy Department 
—Messrs. Amasa Dana, N. Y.; Littleton Kirkpat- 
rick, N. J. John I. Vanmeter, Ohio; Joseph Buf- 
fington, Pa.; and William T. Senter, Tenn. 

Committee on Exxenditures in the Post Office De- 
partment— Messrs. Alexander Harper, Ohio; David 
S. Reid, N. C.; Thomas Smith, Ia.; Jeremiah Brown, 
Pa.; and Henry Nes, Pa. 

Committee on Expenditures on the Public Buildings 
—Messrs. Daniel P. King, Mass.; John B. Daw- 
son, La.; William Taylor, Va.; Washington Hunt, 
N. Y.; and Alexander Ramsey, Pa. 


Mr. WRIGHT of Indiana presented addition- 
al papers containing affidavits and proofs for 
work and labor on the national road by James 
McAvay: referred to the Committee of Claims. 


Mr. BOYD presented the petition of the heirs 
of Gabriel Green, deceased, praying compensation 
for the revolutionary services of saidGreen. Also, 
the petition and papers of Joseph Bowlin, praying 
to be allowed a pension as an invalid. 

Mr. STILES presented the petition of Wm. B. 
Stokes, surviving copartner of J. N. C. Stockton & 
Co., late mail contractors, praying relief, &c.: re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 


Mr. BURKE submitted a resolution for the ap- 
pointment of a committee to act in conjunction with 
a like committee appointed on the part of the Sen- 
ate, to direct, superintend, and control, the pur- 
chase of books for the Library of Congress, and all 
others matters pertaining thereto: agreed to; and 
Messrs. Burke, Marsn, and Lyon, were appointed 
as the committee on the part of the House. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE moved that the House re- 
solve itself into Committee of the Whele for the 
purpose of taking into consideration the President’s 
message. 

Mr. DUNCAN inquired whether, if the House 
resolved itself into Committee of the Whole, it 
would be bound to take up the President’s message, 
as suggested by the gentleman from Virginia, or 
whether it could proceed with other business. 

The SPEAKER replied that it would be for the 
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Committee of the Whole to decide what business it 
would first take up. 

Mr. C, J. INGERSOLL referred to the special 
committee appointed at the last session on the claim 
of the executors of J. Reeside, and observed that he 
had been requested to call the attention of the chair 
to it. The duties performed by that committee had 
been very laborious, and they had nearly concluded 
their labors when the session closed. He wished to 
know if that committee was to hold over, or whether 
another would be appointed. 

The SPEAKER said the question before the 
House was on the motion of the gentleman from 
Virginia, to go into Committee of the Whole. 

The question was then put on Mr. Dromaoote’s 
motion, and it was earried without a division. 

So the House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole, Mr. ©. Jounson in the chair; when 

Mr. DUNCAN moved that the committee take 
up the bill to establish a uniform time of holdin 
elections for electors of President and Vice Presi- 
dent. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE hoped the committee would 
first take up the President’s message, both as a mat- 
ter of importance and for the sake of a more speedy 
despatch of business. He thought the message 
could be disposed of to-day; and, that being out of 
the way, the bill of the gentleman from Ohio could 
be taken up and perfected in its details. 

Mr. DUNCAN observed that this bill was the 
first subject referred to the Committee of the Whole, 
and therefore he thought it had precedence over all 
other businees. 


Mr. HAMMETT hoped his friend from Ohio 
would not press his motion. He though it im- 
portant to take up aml refer the President’s mes- 
sage, which could be done to-day; and to-morrow 
he would be ready to go on with the bill. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL asked if the bill had yet 
been referred to one of the standing committees. 
He had never seen it before this moment. 

Mr. DUNCAN replied that there was no necessi- 
ty for a reference to a standing committee. The de- 
tails of the bill were very simple, and the object of 
going into Committee of the Whole was to give 
them an examination, which could be done as well 
there as by a standing committee. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Duncan’s 
motion, and decided in the affirmative—ayes 82, 
noes 45. 

So the bill was taken up by the committee, and 
read as follows: 


A bill to establish a uniform time for holding elections for 
electors of President and Vice President in all the States of 
the Union. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
from and after the passage of this act, all regular stated elec- 
tions for the choice of electors of President and Vice Presi- 
dent of the United States shall be held on the same day, and 
on one single day, in all the States of the Union. 

Sec. 2. .ind be it further enacted, That the next regular 
stated election for the choice of electors of President and 
Vice President of the United States shall be held in each 
State on the first Tuesday in the month of November, in the 
year of our Lord one thonsend eight hundred and forty- 
eight; and on the first Tuesday inthe month of November 
in every fourth year thereafter, a regular stated election 
shall be held in each State for the choice of electors of Pres- 
ident and Vice President for the then next regular presiden- 
tial election under the constitution of the United States. 
And in case any special election for the choice of a Presi- 
dent and Vice President by the people shall, according to 
the provisions of the constitution, intervene between the 
regular stated periods for the election of those officers, 
every such special election shall be held in each State on 
the first Tuesday in the month of November of the year in 
which such special election of President and Vice President 
is to be made. 

Sec. 3. and he it further enacted, That the places and 
manner of holding the elections mentioned in the two pre- 
ceding sections of this act, inthe several States of the 
Union, together with the notifications that the same are to 
be held, and the returns of the votes taken at the same, 
shall be specified, regulated, and governed by the laws of 
the respective States in force at the time of the holding of 
each such election; and all laws and parts of laws hereto- 
fore passed by Congress, inconsistent with the provisions of 

this act, shall be, and the same are hereby, repealed. 


Mr. ELMER moved to amend the bill by striking 
out the first section and inserting the following: 


Be it enacted, §c., That hereafter, the time of choosing elec- 
tors of President and Vice President shall be the Tuesday 
next after the first Monday of November, in any year when 
such electors are chosen in pursuance of the constitution 
andlaws. Provided, That nothing herein contained shall 
prevent the legislatures of the several States for directing 
the appointment of electors on any subsequent day in the 
same year, to take the place of any electors who may be 
prevented by sickness orany other cause from fulfilling the 
Duties of their appaintment. 


Mr. E. observed that he designed this amendment 
to be a substitute for the whole bill; and he believed 
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that it would effect the object which the gentleman 
from Ohio had in view. He leave to 
suggest to the gentleman from Ohio that the bill, as 
drawn, was inconsistent with the constitution of the 
United States. It would be perceived that the sec- 
ond sestion, which was, in fact, the most important 
section of the bill, was merely the announcement of 
a general principle (in which he fully concurred) 
that the elections for electors in all the States shall 
be held on one day. That section provided— 


‘That the next regular stated election for the choice of 
electors of President and Vice President of the United States, 
shall be held in eash State on the first i in the month 
of November, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and forty-eight; and on the first Tuesday in the 
month of November in — fourth year thereafter, a regu- 
lar stated election shull be held in each State for the choice 
of electors of President and Vice President for the then next 
regular presidential election under the constitution of the 
United States.” 

This clause (Mr. E. continued) provided that 
there shall be an election in 1848, 1852, 1856, and 
so en, for every four years; and then provides 
that in case 

“Any special election for the ghoice of a President and 
Vice President by the people shall, according to the pro- 
visions of the constitution, intervene between the regular 
stated periods for the election of those officers, every such 
spacial election shall be held @n each State on the first 
Tuesday in the month of November of the year in which 
such special election of President and Vice President is to 
be made.” 

This section was founded on the idea that if there 
should be a special election, it would be only to fill a 
vacancy; but this was a mistake, as the constitution 

rovides that the President of the United States shall 
old his office for four years. We cannot, said Mr. 
E., elect a President for less than four years; and if 
there should be a special election in pursuance of 
the law of 1793, it would alter the regular periods 
provided for in the bill. Again, by the first section, 
article 2d, of the constitution, it is provided that each 
State shall proceed in the manner her legislature 
shall provide to choose the number of electors to 
which she is entitled. Now this choice may be 
otherwise than by popular elections. It was known 
that in the earlier history of our government, most 
of the States appointed their electors by the action 
of their legislatures. Indeed it was contended by 
one of the political parties, that the States could not 
lawfully choose their electors by the votes of the peo- 
ple; and he remembered that such was the ground taken 
in the legislature of New York by the federal party. 
The mode of popular elections, however, med was 
contended for by the democratic party, gradually su- 
verseded the other, until at last only one State was 
[eft—the State of South Carolina, which continues 
to choose her electors by her legislature. In draw- 
ing his amendment, Mr. E. said he had reference to 
this fact. It simply provided that for choosing elect- 
ors there shall be one and the same day throughout 
the United States; and that inasmuch as some casu- 
alty might defeat some of the elections, it provided 
further that each State legislature might supply the 
electors, the choice of which had been prevented b 
such casualty. As to the particular day, he regard- 
ed it as of no importance. 

Mr. DUNCAN inquired if it was competent for 
the gentleman from New Jersey, on an amendment 
i a section, to discuss the provisions of the whole 

ill. 

Mr. ELMER said he believed it had always been 
in order to discuss the whole bearings of a bill when 
the question was simply on the Ist section; but he 
merely wished to say a few words more. He only 
desired that this bill should be in accordance with 
the provisions of the constitution. At the last ses- 
sion, a similar bill was referred to the Committee of 
Elections, and he, as one of the members of that 
committee, found it his duty to examine into this 
subject; and such an examination had convinced 
him of the necessity of the amendments which he 
had proposed, of which he was desirous that the 
House should have the fullest opportunity to judge. 

Mr. HALE desired to make a suggestion to the 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Duncan,]| and the other 
friends of this bill. This bill appeared to him to 
be framed on the idea that the choice of ‘electors 
would always be perfected in one day; now ita 
peared to him that the bill was deficient, as it made 
no provision for an election, if the people should fail 
to elect on the day designated. In the State which 
he had the honor to represent, a majority of all the 
votes cast was required to elect the electors of Pres- 
ident and Vice President of the United States, and 
it might so happen that no choice might be made. 
If such a law had existed in some of the larger 





States, that would have been the position in which 
they would have been placed. In the laroe 
State of New York, for instance, a majo. 
rity of all the votes given was not given 
for the electors, of whom, by the laws of that State 
choice was made. He threw out these suggestions 
for the gentleman of Ohio, that provision might be 
made for such a contingency. 

Mr. DUNCAN said, in Dentin this bill his ob 
ject had been to make it conform with the powers 
which the constitution conferred on Congress. A; 
the same time, he was desirous to make it as simple 
and as clear in its details as possible. The firs, 
section of his bill simply declared what its intention 
was—that, from and after the passage of this ac 
all regular stated elections for the choice of electors 
of President and Vice President of the United 
States shall be held on the same day, and on one 
single day, in all the States of the Union. |) 
that there were no details which required great 
consideration. It was a simple proposition, and 
the authority under which on were to act in 
such a case was contained in the first section of the 
second article of the constitution, in these words: 
“The Congress may determine the time of choosing 
the electors, and the day on which they shall give 
their votes; which day shall be the same throughout 
the United States... The second section of his bil 
provided what that day should be, in these words: 
“The next regular stated election for the choice of elec- 
tors of President and Vice-President of the U. States 
shall be held in each State on the first Tuesday in 
the month of November, in the year 1848; ai on 
the first Tuesday in the month of November in 
every fourth year thereafter, a regular stated elec- 
tion shall be held in each State for the choice of 
electors of President and Vice-President for the then 
next regular presidential election under the constitu- 
tion of the United States. An in case any 
special election for the choice of President and Vice 
President by the people shall, according to the pro- 
visions of the constitution, intervene between the 
regular stated periods for the election of those offi- 
cers, every such special election shall be held in 
each State on the first Tuesday in the month of No- 
vember of the year in which such special election of 
President and Vice President is to be made. As 
soon as it would be in order to do so, he should 
move an amendment of this section so as to make 
the day the first Tuesday after the first Monday in 
November, instead of the first Tuesday in Novem- 
ber, as the section now stood. His object in making 
this change was to avoid the necessity of changing 
the laws in relation to the day on which the electoral 
colleges now meet; for the first Tuesday of November 
might, in some cases, be more than thirty days 
from the first Wednesday in December. 

It would be seen, too, that, by that section, he 
had made | aang for a special election whenever 
one should occur between the regular stated peri- 
ods; and that, he conceived, was likewise a plain 
and simple provision, without any embarrassing 
details. He should however, at the proper time, 
move to amend that branch of the section so as to 
make it conform to the views which he had ex- 
pressed. ‘The third section of his bill was also des- 
titute ofdetails. It designed simply to secure to 
the States the powers which they now possess un- 
der laws existing in the respective States. Such 
was his bill. It was exceedingly simple, without 
any details, and therefore he was ata loss to con- 
ceive wherein it required argument or illustration. 
With the exception of South Carolina, all the States 
of the Union now elect by the people the electors 
of President and Vice President; but no difficulty 
could occur in that State, for its legislature could 
be convened every fourth year on the day to 
be fixed by the bill, to discharge the duties 
therein prescribed. The object of the bill was 
to prevent frauds at the ballot box, as in 1840; but 
such frauds could not occur in South Carolina, for 
she elected her electors by her legislature; conse- 
quently there was no chance there for pipelaying. 
If, however, there were any objection to this bill in 
South Carolina, he should like to hear what it was 
from some one of the representatives of that State. 
With respect to the suggestions of the gentleman 
from New Jersey, who professed great anxiety for 
the perfection of this bill, he could only say that he 
feared to allow that gentleman to get this bill com- 
mitted to the Committee of Elections, of which that 
gentleman was chairman; for atthe last session of 
this Congress that committee had a like measure in 
their custody, and he found it a task which was be- 
yond his power to get it from them, or to get a re- 
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cident. If he remembered nightly, the Congress of | in case of the death both of the President and Vice 


rt thereon, in time to have it perfected and put on 
the statute book. 

Mr. HAMLIN proposed an amendment to the 
amendment in these words: “or the electoral col- 
leges of the several States.” The object of this 
amendment was to give to the electoral colleges the 
ower to supply vacancies in their number, which, 
f - this bill as it stood, was given to the legislatures 
of the States. But the bill before the committee 
was defective and objectionable in other respects. It 
was too broad in its terms. He would agree with 
the gentleman who introduced this bill, if it simply 
embraced a proposition to carry out the object 
which they all desired to accomplish. But did this 
pill do so? It did more: and he desired the at- 
tention of the House to the provisions of 
the constitution under which they acted. By 
this bill it was sought to de more than the 
constitution authorized Congress to do, or he 
did not understand the force and meaning of words. 
Congress had no right to dictate to the States how 
the electors should be appointed, nor to prescribe 
the manner in which the sovereign States should 
make their returns; and hence he agreed with the 
proposition of his friend from New Jersey, which 
covered the whole ground. That gentleman’s 
amendment fixed the time definitively; and when 
Congress had done so, and provided for the recep- 
tion of the decision of the States, so that they 
might be fully represented, the power of Congress 
ceased, and it did not become them to go one step 
further. 

Mr. ELMER remarked that the amendment sug- 
gested by the gentleman from New Hampshire { Mr. 
Hae] was unnecessary, for his (Mr. E.’s) amend- 
ment embraced that ground with sufficient breadth. 
He then said that, while he was up, he would call 
the attention of the House to a law of Congress, 
which sustained the ground which he had taken in 
relation to special elections; and he would read an 
extract from that law, for the satisfaction of those 
gentlemen who questioned the correctness of his 
position. 

Mr. E. read the section of the law referred to, as 
follows: 


. Sec. 10. 2nd be it further enacted, That whenever the of- 

ces of President and Vice President shall both become va- 
Cant, the Secretary of State shall forthwith cause a notifica- 
ion thereof to be made to the executive of every State, and 
shall also cause the same to be published in at least one of 
the newspapers printed in each State, specifying that elec- 
tors of the President of the United States shall be appointed 
orchosen, in the several States, within thirty-four days 
preceding the first Wednesday in December, then next en- 
suing: Provided, There shall be the space of two months 
between the date of such notification and the said first 
Wednesday in December; but if there shall not be the space 
of two months between the date of such notification and the 
first Wednesday in December, and if the term for which 
the President and Vice President last in office were elected 
shall not expire on the third day of March next ensuing, 
tlten the Secretary of State shall specify, in the notification, 
that the electors shall be appointed or chosen within thirty- 
four days preceding the first Wednesday in December in the 
year next ensuing, within which time the electors shall ac- 
cordingly be appointed or chosen, and the electors shall 
meet and give their votes on the said first Wednesday in 
December, and the proceedings and duties of the said elec- 


tors and others shall be pursuant to the directions pre- 
scribed in this act. 


Now the other provision of this act (said Mr. E.) 
prescribed who should act as President of the Uni- 
ted States, in case of the death of the Vice President; 
but the officer who was thus to act was not to act 
for the whole four years. There was to be a special 
election. The bill of the gentleman from Ohio pro- 
vided for that; but what the gentleman had over- 
looked was this: the bill provided that the%lection 
should be held in 1848, and every fonr years there- 
after. Now if a special election occurred, the Presi- 
dent chosen under that special election was to hold 
his office for four years; and in this case the regular 
elections would not come at the end of every four 
years after 1848. If, for instance, there were to be 
& special election in 1846, then the President elected 
would hold his office from the 4th March, 1847, un- 
til the 4th March, 185]; and the regular election 
would be in 1850, and not in 1852—four years after 
1848—as this bill provided for. 

It would be found, (said Mr. E.,) on looking into 
the constitution, that the provisions of the constitu- 
tion were very general in regard to the election of 
President. It prescribed that the sflould hold his 
office for four years, and be elected; but not when 
the election should take place, or whtn the tern of 
his office should begin. It would be remembered 
(if his impression was correct) by those who recol- 
lected the history of the country, that the time of the 
term of office of Washington was determined by ac- 





the United States did not make a quorum in New 
York for a considerable time after he was elected; 
and it so happened—because there was no law on 
that point—that he was not inaugurated until the 
4th March, 1789; from which time of inauguration, 
under the provisions of the constitution of the Uni- 
ted States, he was elected for four years. Then this 
act of Congress came in and prescribed when the 
elections should take place. Instead of fixing a day, 
it required that the alee should take place be- 
tween two certain days. In Mr. E.’s judgment, this 
provision of the act of 1793 was not in conformity 
with the constitution. He did not believe that, un- 
der the power to fix a time, the Congress had the 
right to say that the election should take place with- 
in a certain period, but that they should fix a spe- 
cific day. But this question was not now under dis 
cussion. All ansend that they had a right to fix a 
day not only, but that it was their duty to doit. The 
an question, then, was, how they should conform 
this act to the existing law, and to the provisions of 
the constitution; and to accomplish the object his 
amendment was intended. 

Mr. E. J. BLACK opposed the amendment of 
Mr. Hamuin to the amendment of Mr. Eimer, on 
the ground that it proposed to give concurrent juris- 
diction to the legislaturés and to the electoral col- 
leges in the respective States. This being the case, 
and those two bodies being of different political 
opinions, the election might be negatived entirely, 
and no election take place. He favored the amend- 
ment of Mr. Eimer, which he conceived not at all to 
conflict with the bill itself. 

Mr. CHILTON, remarking that this bill provided 
for the holding of elections for electors for President 
and Vice President on the same day, and that no 
votes cast after that day should be received, sug- 
gested to the gentleman who had introduced this 
bill (for Mr. C. was himself an advocate for having 
these elections at the same time over the United 
States) that some provision be made to meet the con- 
dition of things existing in Virginia. ‘They voted in 
that State viva voce, and it frequently happened that 
all the votes were not polled in one day. _ It had so 
happened during the recent election, at Richmond 
and at other places. In addition to this, in a State 
circumstanced as Virginia was—mountainous and 
intersected by large streams of water—at times of 
high water, and of inclement weather, voters were 
frequently prevented from attending the polls in 
one day, not only in the presidential elections, 
which had induced the legislature to authorize 
the continuance of the elections when, in the judg- 
ment of the regularly constituted authorities, any 
considerable number of voters had been prevented 
from coming to the polls. ‘The case had happened, 
and would happen again, when all the votes could 
not be polled. It could not surely be the design 
of any gentleman, by this bill, that those who 
were entitled to vote for electors for President and 
Vice President of the United States should be depriv- 
ed of this privilege. He had not risen to present a 
substitute, but to bring to the notice of the gentle- 
man [Mr. Duncan] who had charge of this bill this 
point, with the hope that he would so shape the bill 
as to obviate any difficulty of this kind. 

Mr. DOUGLASS said he thought the discussion 
upon this bill was productive of at least one good, 
viz: to demonstrate the necessity of sending the bill 
to a standing committee of the Seinen, to be subject 
ed to a more careful examination, so as to conform 
its provisions more closely to meet the evil sought to 
be remedied. Upon glancing at the constitution, 
while he was well satisfied that Congress had the 
power to prescribe the time for holding elections for 
electors, and also that it was proper that they should 
exercise this power, he was convinced that this 
bill will was so defective that it would be impossible 
by it to effect the objects intended without making 
material changes in it. [le agreed with the gentleman 
from New Jersey, that when the President of the 
United States should be elected, whether by general 
election or by special election, as the gentleman term- 
ed it, he must hold his office for four years. But 
he thought there was a mistake in the gentleman’s 
supposing there was a necessity for a special elec- 
tion in case both the President and the Vice Presi- 
dent died. Mr. D. read the provision of the consittu- 
tion that in case of the death of both these officers, 
the Congress might by law “declare what officer 
shall act as President” until a President shall be 
elected. Surely that provision of the constitution 
did not require a special election, or any election un- 
til the regular time came about. He did not deny, 






| 









President, that Congress might order a special elec- 
tion, because the constitution provided that Congress 
might fix the time; but if it did, it was not a special 
election, but a general election; and every subsequent 
election must be at the end of every four years from 
that time, and the President thus elected mast hold 
his office for four years. He thought the differences 
of opinion that manifested themselves, and the dis- 
erepancies of this bill with the constitution, clearly 
demonstrated the necessity of sending it to a 
standing committee. His object was not to delay 
the bill: as one of its friends, he was solicitous it 
should pass, and pass at an early day; but he was 
convinced there could be no safe, sound action on 
the subject, until the bill should have gone toa 
committee, and been thoroughly examined in ail its 
details. 

Mr. HAMMETT remarking that it was obvious 
that this bill was not to be disposed of in Commit- 
tee of the Whole, at present at least, that the Pres- 
ident’s message had not been referred, and that some 
of the committees, it was known, had been summon- 
ed to rhect to-morrow morning, moved that the bill 
be laid aside informally for the present, in order to 
to take up for reference the President’s message. 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

So the bill was passed over informally. 


PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 


Mr. HAMMETT (still retaining the floor) said 
he would move that so much of the President's 
message as related to Texas, be referred— 

Mr. DROMGOOLE suggested that before a mo- 
tion of this kind could be made, it was necessary 
that the committee should determine they would 
proceed to the consideration of the message. 

The question “Will the committee proceed to the 


consideration of the President’s message?” was taken, 
and agreed to. 


_ Mr. DROMGOOLE then (Mr. Hamert yield- 
ing the floor] offered a series of resolutions; which 
were read by the clerk, as follows: 


Resolved, That so much of the annual message of the 
President of the United States to the two Houses of Con- 
gress at the commencement of the present session, as relates 
to our foreign affairs, together with the accompanying cor- 
respondence in relation thereto, be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

2. That so much as relates to the condition of the treas- 
ury —to treasury notes outstanding—to the payment of the 
debts of the United States—to the stocks of government, 
and the re-enactment of alaw establishing a sinking fund 
to the depositories of the public moneys and the favors of 
goverfiment in connection therewith—to the connection of 
the revenue with the currency of the country —to the reduc- 
tion or modification of the duties imposed, so as not to ex- 
ceed an amount of taxation beyond what is ‘necessary for 
aneconpmical administration of the government,” be re- 
ferred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

3. That so much of said message as relates to the condi- 
tion of the army of the United States—to fortificatiens- 
securities of cites and roadsteads—to the establishment of 


@ military posts on the line of land travel to Oregon-—together 


with the report ofthe Secretary of War, excepting such part 
as may be otherwise referred, be referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

4. That so much of said message as relates to the Indian 
tribes, Indian affairs, and the removal of all the tribes re- 
siding within theflimits of the several States, together with 
s0 much of the report of the Secretary of War as relates to 
oo matters, be referred to the Committee on Indian Af 

airs. 

5. That so much of said message as relates to the navy of 
the United States—to the propriety of the division of the 
bureau of construction, equipment and repairs—to the es- 
tablishment of a nevyyeal at Memphis, and a rope-walk in 
connection therewith, together with the report of the Sec- 
retary of the Navy, be referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

6. That so much of said message as relates to the occu- 
pation and settlement of Oregon, to the enactment of lawe 
for the government of said territory, and for the protection 
and security of the persons and property of our citizens 
and inhabitants therein, be referred to the Committee on 
the Territories. 

7. That so much as relates to the Post Office Department, 
to the alteration of the tariff of postage, te the mode of sus- 
taining the department, together with the report of the 
Postmaster General, be referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

8. That so much of said message’ as relates to the policy 
of establishing a regular line of steamships to ply between 
this country and foreign ports, and upon our own waters, 
for the transportation of the mail, be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads; and so much as re- 
lates to the propriety of placing such ships under the com- 
mand of experienced officers of the navy, be referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affuirs. 

9. Thatso mith of said message as relates to appropris- 
tions made by Congress for the improvement of the rivers 
of the West, and of the harbors on the lakes, and impresses 
on Congress the great importance of withholding appropri- 
ations from improvements “which are not ascertained by 
previous examination and survey,” be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 


10, That so much of said message as relates to the District 
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of Columbia, be referred to the Committee for the District 
of Columbia. 

The CHAIRMAN announced the question on the 
first resolution. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE suggested that the question 
be taken upon them all at the same time, unless 
some gentleman wished to except particular resolu- 
tions. 

Thia suggestion being acceded to, and no gentle- 
man objecting, the question was taken, and the res- 
olutions were adopted. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL moved that a select 
committee be appointed to consider the claim of the 
executors of James Reeside, deceased. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON opposed the appointment 
of a select committee, and suggested the propriety of 
referring it to one of the standing committees. 

Mr. STEENROD advocated the appointment of 
a select committee, on the ground of the importance 
of the claim, and the great labor required for its in- 
vestigation. 

Mr. VANCE moved to refer the case to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads; and after 
some further remarks from Messrs. C. J. Incensoue 
and Cave Jounson, the motion was agreed to. 

Mr. A. C. DODGE presented the constitution of 
the State of Iowa, and moved the printing of three 
thousand extra copies. 

The CHAIR said the motion was not then in 
order. 

Mr. GIDDINGS and others called for the regular 
order of business. 

On motion by Mr. VANCE, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, December 10, 1844. 


Mr. Barrow omen in his seat to-day. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Senate 
the following message received from the President of 
the United States, viz: 





To the Senate and House of Representatives: 


I communicate to you an extract of a despatch 
from Mr. Hall to the Secretary of State, which has 
been received by me since my message of the 3d in- 
stant, containing the pleasing intelligence that the 
indemnity assumed to be paid by the Republic of 
Venezuela, in the case of the brig Morris, has been 


satisfactorily arranged. 
JOHN TYLER. 
Wasuneron, D. C., Dec. 10, 1844. 


On motion by Mr. CRITTENDEN, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of George Poindexter, praying 
a pension for military services, be taken from the files and 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


Mr. ©. also presented a petition from sundry cit- 
izens of Louisville, Kentucky, praying that some 
law may be passed by Congress, reducing the rates 
of postage: referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. JOHNSON presented a petition from the 
Mexican Gulf Railroad company and its sureties, 
Lizandie & Co., praying for a remission of duty on 
certain railroad iron: referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Also, the petition of A. Ledoux and others, pray- 
ing permission to change the location of certain 
land-claims in Louisiana; and a_ petition from Col. 
Nathaniel Hoggatt, praying for the confirmation of 
certain sales of the public lands in Louisiana; which 
were severally referred to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims. 

Mr. MILLER presented a memorial from the 
_ee and directors of the bank of the Metropo- 

is, praying Congress to grant to them a new char- 
ter: referred to the Committee on the District of 
Columbia. 

On motion of Mr. HENDERSON, it was ordered 
that the memorial and accompanying papers of the 
West Feliciana railroad company be taken from the 
files, and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. ATHERTON presented a_ petition from 
Hezekiah Hamlet, of Nashville, New Hampshire, 

raying for a pension: referred to the Committee on 
ensions. 

On motion by Mr. WOODBRIDGE, leave was 

ted to withdraw from the files of the Senate the 
memorial of John Martin. 

On motion by Mr. BAGBY, leave was granted to 
withdraw from the files of the Senate the petition of 
the legal representatives of William Walker. 

On motion by Mr. B., it was ordered that the pe- 
tition of the heirs of James Bell, praying the pay- 


ment of a balance due for advances of money and 
supplies of provisions during the revolutionary war, 
be taken from the files of the Senate, and referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

On motion by Mr. BAGBY, leave was granted to 
withdraw from the files certain papers of Rice Gar- 
land, of Louisiana. 

On motion by Mr. PHELPS, it was ordered that 
the memorial of William Rich, praying compensa- 
tion for certain clerical services in the office of the 
Paymaster General, be taken from the files and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Claims. 

On motion by Mr. PHELPS, leave was granted 
to withdraw from the files the petition and accom- 
panying papers of William Walker. 

On motion by Mr. RIVES, leave was granted to 
withdraw from the files the petition of Saunders & 
Porter. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON presented a memorial 
from the American Statistical Association, located 
in Boston, representing that there are various and 
gross errors in the census of 1840, as printed; and 
suggesting that such a document ought not to have 
been sanctioned by the United States. 

Mr. BREESE gave notice that he would to-mor- 
row ask leave to introduce the following bills, viz: 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Pierre Menard, deceased, Josiah T. Betts, Jacob 
Fleaman, and Edward Roberts of the State of Illi- 
nois, sureties of Felix St. Vrain, late Indian agent, 
deceased. 

A bill for the relief of William Elliot, jr., of Ful- 
ton county, State of Illinois. 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Pierre Menard, of Antoine Peltier, and of Joseph 
Placy. 

A bill to grant to the State of Illinois a right of 
way through the public lands of the United States, 
and for other purposes. 

On motion by r. HUNTINGTON, leave was 
granted to withdraw from the files the petition and 
papers of Lewis H. Bates and William Lacon. 

r. JOHNSON gave notice that he would, to- 
morrow, ask leave to introduce a bill to recognise 
the sales of public lands in certain cases, and for 
other purposes. 


Mr. WOODBURY presented a memorial from 
Catharine Leavitt, of Gilford, New Hampshire, 
praying for a pension: referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 


Mr. BENTON presented a petition from Thomas 
Bryan of Missouri, praying Congress to make him 
compensation for certain fossil remains of North 
American elephants, and Missouri mastodons, 
placed by him in the Patent Office, Washington: 
referred to the Joint Committee on the Library. 

On motion of Mr. ARCHER, the communication 
received yesterday from the State Department, was 
ordered to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. EVANS, it was ordered that 
so much of the President’> nessage as relates to 
finance be referred to th. ~* mmittee on Finance. 

On motion by Mr. ARCHER, so much of the 
message as relates to foreign relations was referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. JOHNSON submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was read, and adopted, viz: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to communicate to the Senate acopy of his written opin- 
jon addressed to the Commissioner of the General Land Of- 
fice, directing patents to be issued in favor of the claimants 
under the Houma claim, in the State of Louisiana, with a 
copy of the surveys of the said claims, together with copies 
of the opinions given by the other officers connected 
with the General Land Office in relation tothe said claims; 
also transcripts of confirmation in the case. 


On motion by Mr. TAPPAN, the joint resolution 
from the House for the appointment of a joint com- 
mittee of three members from each House to direct 
and superintend the disbursement of the fund for 
the purchase of books for the library of Congress, 
was taken up for consideration. 

Mr. TAPPAN showed that this resolution must 
have been passed in error, as astanding committee 
of that character was already in existence. On his 
motion it was laid on the table. 

Mr. BAYARD, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported a bill granting a pension to James 
Duffy; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. PEARCE, from the Committee on Navel 
Affairs, reported back, without amendment, the bill 
for the relief of the heirs of Robert Fulton. — 

Mr. BAYARD, on leave, introduced a bill to set- 
tle the title to the Pea Patch island, in the Delaware 


river; which was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, on leave, introduced a bill 
relating to the appointment of the assistants to the 
Postmaster General; which was read twice; and re. 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

ANNEXATION OF TEXAS, 


Mr. McDUFFIE, agreeably to notice, introduced 
the following, viz: 


JOINT RESOLUTION FOR ANNEXING TEXas 
TO THE UNITED STATES. a 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representat; 
of the United States in Congress assembled, That te 
compact of. annexation and union between the said 
United States and the republic of Texas, signed by 
John C. Calhoun, Secretary of State, on the part of 
the United States, and Isaac Van Zandt and J. 
Pinckney Henderson, on the part of Texas, on the 
twelfth of April last, in the following words, viz: 


“ARTICLE I. 


“The republic of Texas, acting in conformity with 
the wishes of the people and every department of its 
government, cedes to the United States all its territo- 
ries, to be held by them in full property and sove- 
reignty, and to be annexed to the said United States 
as one of their Territories, subject to the same con- 
stitutional provisions with their other Territories, 
This cession includes all public lots and squares, 
vacant lands, mines, minerals, salt lakes and springs, 
pone edifices, fortifications, barracks, ports and 

arbors, navy and navy yards, docks, magazines, 
arms, armaments, and accoutrements, archives and 
public documents, public fuids, debts, taxes and 
dues unpaid at the time of the exchange of the rati- 
fications of this treaty. 


“ARTICLE I. 


“The citizens of Texas shall be incorporated into 
the Union of the United States, maintained and pro- 
tected in the free enjoyment of their liberty and 
property, and admitted, as soon as may be consist- 
ent with the principles of the federal constitution, to 
the enjoyment of all the rights, privileges, and im- 
munities, of citizens of the United States. 


“ARTICLE Ill. 


‘All titles and claims to real estate, which are valid 
under the laws of Texas, shall be held to be so by 
the United States; and measures shall be adopted 
for the speedy adjudication of all unsettled claims 
to land, and patents shall be granted to those found 
to be valid. 


“ARTICLE IV. 


“The public lands hereby ceded shall be subject to 
the laws lating the public lands in the other 
Territories of the United States, as far as they may 
be applicable; subject, however, to such alterations 
and changes as Congress may from time to time 
think proper to make. It is understood between 
the parties, that if, in consequence of the mode in 
which lands have been surveyed in Texas, or from 
previous grants or locations, the sixteenth section 
cannot be applied to the purpose of educatien, Con- 
gress shall make equal provision by grant of land 
elsewhere. And it is also further understood, that, 
hereafier, the books, papers, and documents of the 
General Land Office of Texas shall be deposited 
and kept at such place in Texas as the Congress of 
the United States ahall direct. 


“ARTICLE V. 

“The United States assume and agree to pay the 
public debts and liabilities of Texas, howeyer cre- 
ated, for which the faith or credit of her govern- 
ment may be bound at the time of the exchange of 
the ratifications of this treaty; which debts and lia- 
bilities are estimated not to exceed, in the whole, 
ten millions of dollars, to be ascertained and paid in 
the manner hereinafter stated: : 

“The payment of the sum of three hundred and 
fifty thousand dollars shall be made at the treasury 
of the United States, within ninety days after the 
exchange of the ratifications of this treaty, as fol- 
lows: Two hundred and fifty thousand dollars to 
Frederick Dawson, of Baltimore, or his executors, 
on the delivery of that amount of ten per cent. bends 
of Texas; one gundred thousand dollars, ifso much 
be required, in the redemption of the exchequer bills 
which may be in circulation at the time of the ex- 
change of the ratifications of this treaty. For the 
payment of the remainder of the debts and liabilities 
of Texas, which, together with the amount already 
specified, shall not exceed ten millions of dollars, the 
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